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Giving Love Away

On Sunday morning, March 14, | shared a story with our children in the 8:20 and 11:00 services.
Some of you didn’t hear it; others of you might be interested in hearing it again. It is my version of
Claude Steiner’s The Original Warm Fuzzy Tale.

Dear children, let us not
love with words or

tongue but with actions Once upon a time, a long time ago, there was a group of very happy people. In those days
and in truth. everyone was given at birth a small, soft Fuzzy Bag full of little things called Warm Fuzzies.
(1 John 3:19, TNIV) When someone was feeling sad, the gift of a Warm Fuzzy made them feel warm and fuzzy

all over. When someone was feeling lonely the gift of a Warm Fuzzy made them feel loved. When
someone was hurt and sick the gift of a Warm Fuzzy helped them feel so much better. People gave
Warm Fuzzies without reason as well because they loved making other people feel better. Receiving a
Warm Fuzzy felt so good; giving a Warm Fuzzy felt good, too. They loved to give away Warm
Fuzzies and there were always plenty to go around.
One day, one of the men started to wonder what it would be like if they ran out of Warm
Fuzzies. It scared him and made him feel a little jealous when he saw his family and friends giving
away Warm Fuzzies to others; what if there weren’t any left for him? He stopped giving his Warm
. Fuzzies away; he never let them out of his little bag. When people asked him why he wasn’t giving
We love because he first  away Warm Fuzzies, he told them that he was afraid they would run out. That scared them, so some
loved us. of them stopped giving them away. It wasn’t long before no one was giving Warm Fuzzies anymore.
(1 John 4:18, TNIV) They were afraid, so they kept them all for themselves.
They didn’t realize that Warm Fuzzies have no other purpose than to be given away. When they sit in
the little bag too long, they lose all of their warmth and fuzziness and turn into Cold Pricklies. Cold
Pricklies sting you. Cold Pricklies hurt. Nobody wants Cold Pricklies. Nevertheless, trapped in the little bag, Warm Fuzzies turned
into Cold Pricklies. It was very sad and very painful.
Then, one day a stranger came to town. He had a Warm Fuzzy bag just like all the townspeople, but he wasn’t keeping his
Warm Fuzzies; he was giving them to anyone and everyone. He knew what they had forgotten: the more you give, the more you get
and the more you give the better you feel. It wasn’t long before the people who had received Warm Fuzzies from the stranger were
giving them away once again...and the people were happy once more.
That Sunday morning I gave the children little pom-poms and asked them to distribute these to people in the church. In turn,
I asked the people who received one to give it to someone else, either that day or soon after. | asked those people who received them
to give them away as well. | have heard some amazing stories of warm fuzzies traveling all around!
You might not have a warm fuzzy, but you can give them anyway. A kind word is a warm fuzzy. An expression of appre-
ciation is a warm fuzzy. A hug in a difficult time is a warm fuzzy. A gentle touch of the hand is a warm fuzzy.
We are called to love as Christ loves. How might you simply and openly share the love of Christ with others today?

Because He Loves Us,

Paﬂ'm/ Ww

April 18 ~ Congregational Vote After Each Service

In our church the Senior Pastor is called for a four-year term of service, and this is the final year of Pastor
Wes'’s four-year call. Recently the Board of Elders met with the District Superintendent in an evaluation
session which concluded with the Board voting to recommend to the Congregation that another four-year call
be offered. The congregational vote by covenant and community members will take place after each morning
service on April 18. The Elders encourage you to commit this issue to prayer and then be in attendance to
vote. Absentee ballots are available for those who will be away from Houghton, and can be obtained at the
church office, but must be turned into the office before the date of the vote. Contact me if you have questions:
~Bob Danner, Vice Chair, Board of Elders.



From the Assistant Pastor

“We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually remember before our God and Father your
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Thessalonians 1:2-3).

April is Volunteer Appreciation month, so once again we want to let you know: WE APPRECIATE YOU!
We hope each and every one of you who serves as a volunteer in our ministries at Houghton Wesleyan knows how grate-
ful we are for you and for your contributions to the ministry of the church. None of our ministries would be possible
without the sacrificial time, effort, and gifts you give to the Lord and His Kingdom.

I want to thank ALL of our volunteers, but I want to highlight for you two specific groups: those who help coordinate
College Ministries and those who help coordinate Small Groups. If you see any of these volunteers, be sure to thank
them for giving to the Lord.

COLLEGE MINISTRY

Koinonia — Jordan Green, Andy Keller, Caitlin Cleland, Ruth Kenote, Chris Way, Matt Geeze, Emily DelGiorno, Mike
Varriale, Dan Austin, Kendra Andrews, Jon Geeze, Emmi James, Hannah Prentice

LOGOS Bible Studies — Student Leaders: Darryl Lockie, Susie Skillman, Alissa Pocock. Hosts: Doug and Judi May-
hle, Bruce and Donna Hess, Jim and Karen Szymanski.

Nursing Home Ministry — Christine Finnegan, Jennifer Huyett, John Paul Ockrin

College Ministries Committee — lan Galloway, Jane Roeske, Nancy Murphy, Bruce Brenneman, Beth Beardsley, Kevin
Austin, Cindy Austin, Dan Noyes, Dan Brubaker, Shannon Daugherty

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Leaders — Mike Walters, Mike Jordan, Kevin Austin, John Fraser, Judy Congdon, Paul Johnson, Calvin and Paulette
Schierer, Doug Mayhle, Dan Wartinger.

Hosts — Daryl and Gudy Stevenson, Peter and Nancy Luckey, Phil and Donnie Stockin, Ben and Vickie King, Paul and
Margaret Johnson, Doug and Judi Mayhle, Mike and Audra Beardsley.

Thanks to each of you — and to ALL our volunteers — for your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and
your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ!

Gratefully His and Yours,

Todd

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 2010

Volunteers "the debt we owe them is as great as the sum of the ages."

They touch our lives and the lives of our children and youth. They work for love: the love of sharing God's Word and
love with others. We want them to know how much we appreciate them and all that they do for God and His
kingdom. We invite you to creatively express your appreciation to our volunteers during these weeks. Expressing
appreciation can take many forms, such as a note to a volunteer, a word of appreciation, a flower or plant, a plate of
cookies or muffins, or any number of other ways. Thank you for your involvement in this appreciation week and for
your prayers for our volunteers.

OUR ANNUAL MEET' NG is Wednesday, May 26, 6:30 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary.

This meeting will include an approval of the 2010-2011 budget, election of Elders, Trustees, Nominating Committee and
Delegates to District Conference as well as reports from the pastoral staff, the Trustees, and the Elders.
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From the Youth Pastor

YOUTH GROUP

MSM —Wed. - 6:30 — 8:00 PM
u:u A Heart For the Kingdom—30 Hour Famine

April 7 —No Youth Group
/1 _F A 14— HFK |

21 - HFK I
28 — HFK 111

HSM Youth Group Sunday Evenings at 6:00 PM.

April is “AUSTIN MONTH” (so is May) Senior High in April 4 — No Youth Group—Happy Easter!
11 — No Youth Group—Pastor Jon is in Haiti; Eileen is out of town
18 — Meet at the church at 6 PM for fun
25 - Meet at Austins’

Pl'tlyel' Breﬂkf(ISi: Tues. Mornings: April 6, 13 & 27 - 7:00 AM in the community room.

30 hour famine April - 23-24

Mark your calendars now!
Begin your fast after your noon meal on Friday and then get together with us at
6:00pm at the church for a weekend of hunger and helping!

Help raise money to eradicate hunger!

This year's 30 Hour Famine will be held at the Buffalo Christian Center in down-
town Buffalo and will include service projects with Hope refugee services.
Permission slip required! Get permission slip and info packet at youth group!

v

HOLY WEEK EVENTS

Palm Sunday, March 28: Children are invited to process into the worship service carrying Palm branches.
Wednesday, March 31: Regular activities (Children and Adults)

Maundy Thursday Service, April 1, 7:00 p.m. This is a moving and powerful time to remember Jesus’ last night on
earth. We will share the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and follow the ancient practices of “Stripping the Church”
and “Tenebrae.”

Community Good Friday Service, April 2, 12:00 -1:00 p.m. Short Tract United Methodist Church. Pastors from
area churches will join our pastors in this solemn remembrance of our Lord’s death.

Easter Day, April 4
7:45 a.m. Resurrection Service/Prayer Vigil Conclusion
8:45 a.m. Catered Breakfast (Campus Dining Hall) (Donations accepted)
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

NO EVENING ACTIVITIES Page 3



FREE TO BE ME

DISTRICT WOMEN’S EVENT

Saturday, April 24, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Levant Wesleyan Church in Falconer, New York
Guest Speaker: Kathy Coleman

A silent auction is planned to help benefit Hope Refugee Services

Cost: $25.00 Lunch Option: $6.00

Registration forms are available in the church and Christian Education foyers.

Camp Cherith of Western New York
Summer 2010
Camp Cherith of Western New York is a Christ-centered, Bible-based outdoor program. They teach Christian values and
life-skills. Their unique program promotes a personal relationship with Jesus Christ in every aspect of daily ife. ~ Camp-
ers grow spiritually, socially, and emotionally in a safe and nurturing environment.

Week 1 July 4-10 Girls/Boys Parallel

Week 2 July 11-17 Girls/Boys Parallel

Week 3 July 18-24 Girls only

Week 4 July 25-31 Girls only

Week 5 August 1-7 Girls only
Please pick-up one of the Camp Cherith brochures in the church or Christian Education foyers or visit their website,
www.campcherithwny.org to learn more about all of the various camps and options available this summer.

W.K.F.M. Corner

Children in grades 1-5, please gather with us for Wesleyan Kids For Missions at 9:40 on April 18. We will study Papua,
New Guinea. There are 89 Wesleyan Churches there, but they do not look anything like ours. Most are made of wood
covered with odd scraps of plywood and iron. Our offering will help build the new “Nine Mile Worship Center” in the
capital city of Port Moresby.

Remember we are still collecting Campbell “labels for education” to send to Hephzibah Children’s Home in
Georgia. Bring them to WKFM or put them in the box on the shelf in the Christian Education Building foyer.

See you April 18! ~The WKFM teachers

Library Corner

Did you smell a fresh, woody smell as you opened the Library door? Buddy Keith has made new shelves, donating his
time in order to make room for more books. Now, we are in need of metal book-ends. All contributions will be grate-
fully received!

Outrageous Grace is a new book donated to the library. The author, Grace Fabian, tells us, "My husband, a mission-
ary translator of the Nabak language in Papua New Guinea, was murdered while sitting at his desk by a Nabak man. This
memoir tells of my four children and me in our quest for spiritual answers."

In a much lighter vein, there are two books by Alexander McCall Smith about the Number One Ladies' Detective
Agency. One is the Good Husband of Zebra Drive, and the other is In the Company of Cheerful Ladies. Mr. Smith was
born in Zimbabwe and is well-versed in the typical Sub-Sahara African culture he presents in his books.

Also donated are four DVDs for children called Awesome Bible Adventures. These include stories of many Bible he-
roes

An old classic, Mickey's Magnet, by Franklin Branley and Eleanor VVaughan has been purchased. It is a good teaching
tool for children.

An adult DVD donated is called God's Trombones. This is a trilogy of poems: The Creation, The Prodigal Son, and
Go Down Death. The figures shown in the video are clay figures. James Earl Jones narrates Creation.

Lost and Found Clearance

Please check the table in the Christian Education foyer (outside the Community Room) for items you may have lost. After
April 1 unclaimed items will be donated to Wellspring Ministries.
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Ministry Opportunities

Please prayerfully consider how you may involve yourself in our children's ministries as we have seven openings for
Ministry Leaders for this coming year. We need leadership for our 8:20 Children's Church, our 11:00 Children's
Church, Girls' AWANA Club, and Boys' AWANA Club. We also need someone to assist Jan Schilke with the Nurs-
ery ministry with making the Nursery schedule twice a year.

With the college year coming to an end, we will lose ten Sunday School teachers at various age levels and all of our
Children's Church teachers for children ages 2-5 for the 8:20 and 11:00 worship services, so we also have many oppor-
tunities for our church family to step forward and be involved in ministry to our children. We cannot carry out our
children's ministries without your help so we ask that you consider sacrificially serving God and His children through
these ministries. For Sunday School you may contact Robin Pawling (567-8496) or Betsy Webb (567-4619), for the
Nursery scheduling position, you may contact Jan Schilke (567-4889), for Children's Church, you may contact Bitsy
Mayhle (567-8241), or Cindy Oden (567-2264 or 2024) for any of these opportunities in the classroom or to learn
more about the Ministry Leader positions. Thank you.

Wednesday Evening Children’s Ministries in April

AWANA Puggles & Cubbies, Girls' AWANA Club, and Boys' AWANA Club will meet on April 14 & April 28.
These ministries will NOT meet on April 7 due to the College Easter Break or on April 21 due to the Fillmore Spring
Break. The final evening of club this year is Wednesday, April 28th. Thank you.

Girls' AWANA Club

Girls Just AWANA Have Fun!

AWANA Girls are having a blast this year with swim nights, PJ parties, and Christmas celebrations. We are striving
to live out our AWANA mission statement - "Our goal in everything is to imitate Christ in all we do." 2 Timothy 2:15
by emphasizing the importance of truly knowing God's Word. The more we know about Him, the better examples we
will be.

During the month of February we had a special Valentine celebration where we made personal Valentines for our
Father God. Each girl expressed her love for Him and thankfulness for His everlasting love through creative
crafts. Please stop by the 2nd floor of the Christian Education building to see our Valentine creations.

We are continually memorizing scripture and learning more about Christ. We are also looking forward to activities
ahead such as spa night and possibly a service project! Please pray that God continues to shape us into the Christian
women He wants us to be.

~Heather Hannan and Kerri Lord, Girls' AWANA Ministry Leaders.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

Sunday, March 11, is a college break weekend. In order to fill the gaps for our regular college student teachers, we
need ten volunteers for our children's Sunday School classes. Please consider the joy of working with our children on
this break Sunday. If you are interested in helping, please contact Robin Pawling (567-8496), Betsy Webb (567-4619),
or Cindy Oden (567-2264). Thank you!

THE FLOWER COMMITTEE
WELCOMES EASTER PLANTS

B “= .+ todecorate the church for Easter Sunday. If you would like to honor a loved one, please give the
information to Patty Stalker in the church office by Monday, March 28, and please leave your

plant at the church office by Good Friday, April 2. The flower committee will be purchasing a

“ number of Easter plants and individuals may reserve one of those for $10.00.

Page 5



Wesleyan Medical Fellowship.......ccccoeeeeeeieeeeeen April 17, 7:00 PM

You are invited to Dr. Dan Kauffman’s Exceptional Power Point Presentation ,
“First Impressions of a Houghton Medical-Dental Team Member in Haiti”
and a recent follow-up video from Caribe Atlantic in Haiti
Light refreshments will be served. We hope you will be able to attend.
Storer Emmett, M.D. Contact: (585) 567-4574

To all,
Thank you for your support at the Houghton Carwash & Laundromat. | have taken a job in Kandahar,
Afghanistan for a year or longer. The Carwash & Laundromat will be operational with many more improvements.
Thank you again to all my friends in the Houghton area. Your prayers for my future and safety are appreciated.
~Jason Thayer

Book and Bible Sale at the Houghton College Campus Store
All books (excluding textbooks) and Bibles will be discounted 20% during April and May. Special orders from major
distributors will also receive the 20% discount and shipping charges.

Houghton Area Senior Citizens

April 15, 12:00 P.M. Monthly Luncheon Meeting (note: 3rd Thursday due to college schedule)
Luncheon at the college catered by Pioneer Food Service. Please R.S.V.P. to Olson Clark (207-4029) by April 12.
Program at 1:00 p.m. in the Houghton College Recital Hall featuring artists from the Greatbatch School of Music,
directed by Dr. Ben King.

With Appreciation
To the congregation and pastoral staff~
We are so thankful for all the cards, calls, visits, food, gifts, and especially for the prayers we received
during Steve’s hospitalizations. Your prayers sustained us through the valley, and we know we’ve witnessed a
miracle or two! Your care and actions have blessed us so much.
~Steve and Carol Castor

Green Acres lawn Care
567-4515

HOUSE PAINTING AND POWER WASHING:
If you are interested in having your house painted, house power washed, or deck stained,
contact Phil Merrill at 567-8809 (H) or 567-8115/8500 (Academy).

Heart Strings Ministry

Houghton Wesleyan Church announces the start of a new prayer shawl ministry! Heart Strings is an offering of support
to people who need to feel God's warmth surrounding them. Experienced knitters or crocheters are needed to produce
beautiful quality shawls, wraps, or lap coverings to enfold our community members who would benefit from this tangible
hug from God and the church body. Heart Strings will meet for the first time at Kristen Sanasith's home April 8, 2010 at
7:00PM. Please pray about how you could take part in this unique and fulfilling ministry to those members of our com-
munity who need to feel our support. You may contact Kristen Sanasith at (585) 489-9045. 9701 Route 19 Houghton.

Page 6



S hirle y A, Al ullen
v
') (; o/ .
N\ SPaul K. cWills
\
invite you lo celebrat
with them as they exchange

their marcciacge Yonws

;\V//////'/')//‘//. \;[/////( 5 2010

2:00 pan.

Qesley Chapel
cHoughton, céNew NMork

e

Community Wedding Shower

Please join us for a Community
Come and Go Wedding Shower
in honor of
Sheri Taber and Martin Hegeman
on Saturday, April 24,
from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
at the home of
Nancy and Peter Luckey
(9856 Stockin Lane, Houghton)

lessert ¥," \)' C( ’/'//'/‘_// On '(\v//{ L'}//"/’;
Sheri and Martin are registered at
Bed, Bath, and Beyond,

m_/ and Target.
~ Please look in the gift registry
under Martin Hegeman.

RECEPTION BY RESERVATION ONLY

Hosted by Nancy Luckey, Cindy
Oden, Mim Case, Donnie Stockin,
LuAnne Brubaker, and Nancy Cole

\ RSVP REQUIRED BY MAY 14, 2010 TO:
WWW.MULLENMILLSRECEPTION.COM

OR CALL §85.567.8422

o5

Dave and Jane Buteyn
are pleased to announce the engagement
of their daughter
Kristin Marie Buteyn
fo
h o m cBrent Michael Musick
son of Mike and Sharon Musick
of Farmington, NY
[ o h1 & Aluly10, 2010 wedding is planned.

You are invited to a Wedding Shower
for Jesse Woolsey and Haleigh Johnson
Saturday, May 1,
between 10:00 a.m.-noon

at Shirley MullHnes

Jesse and Haleigh are registered

at

Target and




All are cordially invited to an organ recital at Houghton Wesleyan Church
on Sunday afternoon, April 25, 3:30 p.m.,
presented by members of the Allegheny Chapter, American Guild of Organists.

You are invited to join the Houghton Community at a come and go reception
in honor of Shirley Mullen and Paul Mills
on Sunday, May 16 from 2:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.
in the Houghton College Campus Center Lounge.
Come “shower” them with your good wishes and blessings, but no gifts, please.

Many thanks to my church family
for their fellowship in much needed prayer and cards during my recent illness.
~Florence Teuber

Sundays in April EASTER BAPTISM

April 4 Easter If you are interested in being baptized at the
7:45 a.m. Resurrection Service/Prayer Vigil Conclusion (Church) Resurrection Service (7:45), please contact
8:45 a.m. Easter Fellowship Breakfast (Campus Dining Hall) the church office or one of the pastors by
10:00 a.m. Easter Worship Service (Church) Sunday, March 28.

NO EVENING ACTIVITIES

April 11: (8:20 am / 11:00 am)
a.m. The Resurrection Is Christ’s Presence with Us (Matthew 28:20) HOLY \X/EEK

p.m. Small Groups —
April 18 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am) ([® WORSHIP
a.m. Is Doubt the Burden of the Resurrection? (Luke 24:11-12) 7Ry & SCHEDULE
p-m. Small Groups SEE PAGE THREE.
April 25 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am)
a.m. The Resurrection and the Bread As we enter the final week of our
p-m. Small Groups prayer vigil, we are resuming 24 -

hour -a-day prayer reservations.

CHURCH STAFF
Wes Oden, Senior Pastor, 567-2024 woden@hwchurch.org
Todd Leach, Assistant Pastor, 567-8288 tleach@hwchurch.org
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor, 307-9950 jcole@hwchurch.org
Cindy Oden, Discipleship Pastor, 567-2024 coden@hwchurch.org
Amanda Cox, Worship Director, 567-4870 acox@hwchurch.org
Laurie Smalley, Volunteer Pastor for Outreach, 567-8302 Ismalley@hwchurch.org
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM, 567-2264 info@hwchurch.org
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