
The 3-week, 24-hour-a-day prayer vigil last fall was a wonderful time in the life of 

our church. If you participated, you know how it impacted your life, and I trust you 

got a glimpse of how it impacted us as a church body. We are planning another 

prayer vigil this spring that we hope and pray will build on what was started in     

November. 

 This new prayer vigil will be both similar and different. The prayer vigil this 

spring will be similar in that it will be 24 hours a day and will take place in the 

prayer room. We will continue with online sign-up, night-time security, and we will 

build another paper chain as a sign of our prayers linked together in the Holy Spirit.  

 The prayer vigil will be different in a couple of ways. The vigil will last the 

entire season of Lent which encompasses 46 days; the first vigil was 21 days. This 

prayer vigil will also be more thematic. Understanding that Lent is a time to reflect 

on the love of God in the sacrifice and activity of Christ that culminates on the cross, 

we are going to focus our attention these 46 days on our response to God’s love. As 

God’s love is expressed to us in tangible acts of sacrifice, so we will be encouraging 

prayers of love that lead to acts of loving sacrifice. 

 There are six weeks in the season of Lent (February 17-April 4), and each 

week will draw our attention to a specific focus of loving prayer: toward ourselves, toward our family, toward 

our church, toward the global church, toward those in other places, toward our world (local and abroad). We 

will be encouraged to pray as a sign of our love and to do something tangible as a sign of our love. I believe 

that this emphasis has the power to transform us as individuals and as a church. Of course, all of this will take 

place in the context of the cross in which Christ gave His all for us in love. 

 You will hear more about this prayer vigil in the weeks ahead. I hope that you will begin to prepare 

yourself for this exciting, challenging, stretching, miraculous time in our church. I am eager for this event be-

cause I believe that to pray is to love and to love is to pray: during this special time, I am praying that God will 

implant these inseparable elements of Himself in us. 

  In Christ, 

  Pastor Wes  

Praying and Loving 

Church Services on the Internet 

You may access our Sunday worship service 

on the church website (www.hwchurch.org) 

or on iTunes (www.itunes.com). The 

services are also available for reproduction 

in CD or mp3 format, which may be ordered 

through the church office. Most weeks the 

services are available on iTunes by late 

Sunday afternoon. 

But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you… 
I urge you, brothers, by 

our Lord Jesus Christ and 

by the love of the Spirit, to 

join me in my struggle by 

praying to God for me.  

And this is my prayer:  
that your love may abound 

more and more  
in knowledge and  

depth of insight, 

(Matthew 5:44;  

Romans 15:30;  

Philippians 1:9) 

Houghton Wesleyan Church  

Highlights 

Church Services on the Radio 

We have reconnected the low-watt transmitter enabling us 

to broadcast our services once again. Unfortunately, 

because of FCC regulations that limit the size of the 

transmitter, the coverage radius is limited to Houghton and 

areas just outside of Houghton village limits. A radio with 

a digital tuner and an antenna will give the best reception. 

You can access all of our Sunday morning services at    

89.9 FM. Please let us know if you are able to receive the 

services and/or if you have trouble with reception. 

Joyfully loving God, wholeheartedly serving others 

 
February 2010 

Volume 42, No. 9 

http://www.hwchurch.org/
http://www.itunes.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 6: 
1:00—5:00 PM Service Projects (See reverse side to RSVP) 

     —My Sister’s Closet, Fillmore: Painting-bring your own paintbrush and / or roller; paint is provided 

     —Powerhouse Youth Ministry, Fillmore: general cleaning & maintenance 

5:45—7:45 PM Missions Tailgate Potluck: John Croft sharing 
  

Sunday, February 7: 
All morning services—John Croft speaking; John serves as Global Partners Director of Missionary 
 Funding 

Combined Sunday School—“Hope for Haiti: Earthquake update, recent Houghton visits, and our  
 response” 

 

Contact Pastor Todd (567-2264 or tleach@hwchurch.org) if you plan to help with the Saturday service 
projects. Please list your name, your preferred project, and the number of adults and children who will 
participate. 
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From the Assistant Pastor  

Please update your directory information with additions and changes: 
Joy Caldwell, 27 South St., Belmont NY 14813; phone (585) 268-7270 

Michael Dell, 7601 Breitweser Rd., Angelica NY 14709; cell phone # (585) 610-2189 

Meredith & Marjorie Kellogg’s winter address: 8225 Wesley Dr., Brooksville FL 34601;  

 cell phone # (585) 610-6508 

Dean & Carmen Liddick’s winter address: 1843 SW 17th St., Boynton Beach FL 33426 

Don & Jeanie Little, 7823 Tucker Hill Rd., Houghton NY 14744; phone (585) 567-8069 

Nate & Brenda Montanye no longer use a landline; cell phone # is (585) 610-7469 

Eila Shea, 27 South St., Belmont NY 14813; phone (585) 268-7270 

Lois Wilt’s winter address: 8167 Wesley Dr., Brooksville FL 34601 

mailto:tleach@hwchurch.org?subject=Faith-in-action%20Service%20Projects


MSM ðWed. - 6:30 ð 8:00 PM The òPurity Codeó continues: 

         February   3 ðThe Mind ð Renew Your Mind for Good  

 10 ð Houghton Academy vs Fillmore Basketball game at Houghton College 

   JV starts at 6 PM  See you at the game! 

 17 ð Ash Wednesday Service  
 24 ð The Eyes ð Turning Your Eyes from Worthless Things 
 

HSM Youth Group Sunday Evenings at 6:00 PM. February will be at Thomas Rhettõs house. 
Senior High February - The Screwtape Letter continues: 

        February   7 ð No Youth Group ð enjoy the Superbowl   

  14 ð Screwtape 

  21 ð Screwtape  

  28 ð Screwtape  

YOUTH GROUP 

SPRING FLING March 26 - 27, 8 PM         www.springflingonline.com  

Prayer Breakfast:  Tues. Mornings:  Feb. 2, 9, and 23.   7:00 AM in the community room.   
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From the Youth Pastor 

Missions Weekend February 6 and 7  
Saturday 2/6:  1 PMð 5 PM Service projects in Fillmore ð  

   òThe Powerhouseó ð Painting and cleaning 

   òMy Sisterõs Closetó - Painting 

   Sign up with Pastor Jon to be a part of this church-wide service effort.  

  6 PM ð òtailgateó potluck in the community room at the church.  Bring your family and eat with 

   your church family.  Bring a dish to pass! 

Sunday 2/7 ð SUPER SUNDAY  ð All Sunday school classes will meet in the community room for a Haiti update.  

   Hear about our churches ongoing projects in Haitié how they have been affected by the 

   earthquake.  Hear updates from our missionaries currently in Haiti. 
 

Bake something for the youth òBaked Goods Fundraiser for Haiti.ó The youth group will have a table with 

baked goods at this Sunday School class. Bring some baked goods to contribute to the fundraising effort. 

Enjoy the Superbowl J 

Inflatables 

Volleyball and Basketball Tournaments 

Karaoke 

Four buildings of all-night activities 

Registration begins at 6:30 PM 

Download registration forms 



 We’re having a busy year at Valley PreSchool! We currently have 23 children enrolled and coming 

each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning. This has been a very different year for us. While usually about 

half of our children are returning students who are headed for kindergarten the following year, this year only 

three of them are age-eligible for kindergarten in the fall and only two students have returned from last year. 

Even at this writing only seven of the children have turned four. 

 Our theme this year has been centered around noticing the treasures that are all around us close to 

home and the adventures we can have discovering them. Our fall adventures included trips to Olin’s Apple 

Hill Farms and Morton’s in Caneadea where we got Indian corn and pumpkins, as well as local walks to gather 

nuts and to see where beavers have been busy near (but not too near!) the river. This winter we’re hearing 

about the adventures of people like Noah, Joseph, Moses, Daniel, Jonah, and Jesus. 

 As spring approaches, we’ll be taking applications for next fall. Feel free to stop by to read our daily 

reports and see what we’ve been learning about. Please keep the children, staff, and preschool committee in 

your prayers as we finish our year and plan for the new one. 

During February, a time when our thoughts turn to love and Saint Valentine, the 

church library will feature Scottish author George MacDonald, a man who reflected 

in his writings a deep love for God and mankind.  MacDonald began his adult life as 

a clergyman but turned to writing to support his large family. Today he is best 

known as a Victorian novelist and writer of fantasy fiction for children. MacDonald 

wrote some fifty books in addition to his novels and fantasy, including poetry, short 

stories, sermons, essays, and a full-length study of Hamlet. In his day he was highly  

esteemed and very popular.  

      According to an article on the website http://www.macdonaldphillips.com/legacy.html, after 

MacDonald died his reputation gradually declined, and most of his books went out of print. Obscure 

though his name became, MacDonald was read and revered by an impressive number of well-known 

people. A few of these include G.K. Chesterton (who called him "one of the three or four greatest men of 

the 19th century"), W.H. Auden (who said that MacDonald was "one of the most remarkable writers of 

the 19th century"), Oswald Chambers (“I love that man"), and most notably C.S. Lewis ("I dare not say 

that he is never in error; but to speak plainly I know hardly any other writer who seems to be closer, or 

more continually close, to the Spirit of Christ Himself. I have never concealed the fact that I regarded 

him as my master; indeed I fancy I have never written a book in which I did not quote  from him").  

      A resurgence of interest in George MacDonald, primarily in the United States, began to mount in the 

1970s and 80s. The library has a good number of his novels (in modern translations), as well as his 

children’s fantasies. During February the church library bulletin board will display quotes by this 

wonderful Christian man. Stop by, read what MacDonald said about various subjects, and check out 

one of his books as well! 

    Donnie Stockin (for the library committee) 

George MacDonald 

1824-1905 
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 In February our children's ministries (AWANA Puggles & Cubbies, Girls' AWANA Club, and Boys' 

AWANA Club) will meet on February 3rd and February 10th.  These ministries will NOT meet on Wednes-

day, February 17th or on Wednesday, February 24th due to the midwinter recess and the college break.  We 

will resume our regular schedule on Wednesday, March 3rd.  Thank you! 

 

 District Women's Event: 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 24, from 9:30 AM--3:00 PM at the Levant Wesleyan Church in Falconer, New York 

Guest Speaker:  Kathy Coleman 

A silent auction is planned to help benefit Hope Refugee Services.   

Cost: $25.00 

Lunch Option:  $6.00 

Registration forms are available in the church and Christian Education foyers. 
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With Our Sympathy... 
Please be in prayer for  

Buddy Keith and his family at the death of LaNora on December 19 

Janyce and Norm Smithley, Brett and Briana following the death of Janyce’s mother on January 1 

Steve Edel and his family upon his mother’s death January 5 

 

Congratulations  
to parents Jeff and Andrea, to brother Jack, and to Grandma Ruth and Uncle Kyle at the birth of Jared 

Kingston Boon on Monday, December 21 at 7:42 AM. Jared weighed 7 lb. 14.5 oz. at birth and was 20.5 

inches long. 

 

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 

 Words cannot express the feeling in our hearts. Thank you for being with us during this difficult 

time. Your thoughts, prayers and words of sympathy will always be remembered. 

       The Keith Family 

 

With Our Appreciation 
To the Church Family, 

 Thanks to all who prayed, made meals, sent cards, and offered words of encouragement during the 

loss of my mother. We appreciate you all so much. 

       Janyce Smithley and family 

 
 

 

 



CAN YOU DRIVE? 

ARE YOU ABLE TO DONATE ONE “NOON-HOUR” 

OF YOUR TIME EACH MONTH? 

HAVE YOU SECRETLY WISHED TO BE A 

COURIER? 

INTERESTED?         

CALL JUDI MAYHLE   567-8241,  

MEALS-ON-WHEELS CO-ORDINATOR   

(HOUGHTON-FILLMORE-HUME-WISCOY) 

 

NO, YOU DON’T HAVE TO PREPARE THE MEALS! 

SCHEDULES MADE QUARTERLY.   

FLEXIBILITY, AS NEEDED. 

Volunteers to drive or ride and 

assist with the churchõs Van 

Ministry to local Senior Citizens. 

Thursdays: grocery shopping, 

errands and lunch at the Fillmore 

Nutrition Site.  

Questions?  

More details? 

Call Sandy Blake, 567-8735 

 

URGENT REQUEST        WANT TO HELP? 

Boys and girls, grades 1-5! Are you ready for our own special part of the 2010 Missions Convention? 

 Come to the WKFM Primary Assembly Room and we will have a MISSIONS EVENT with Mr. 

Jim Szymanski, a missionary with SIM. You have probably seen him and his family around Houghton, 

but he really loves Africa and telling others the Good News too. 

 See you on FEBRUARY 7 at 9:40 AM. (This will be instead of our usual 3rd-Sunday time.) Our 

offering is for “HEART OF MINISTRIES” and is used to respond to the spiritual and physical needs of 

persons worldwide.  

 

In this time of economic downturn, our church, like most institutions, has not been spared from this 

difficulty. We have seen a decrease in giving from a year ago, and we are working on solutions to 

maintain a balanced budget. Our goal is to maintain the tension of fiscal responsibility without 

hindering our ongoing ministry to one another, to our community, and to the world. Please know that 

the elders are always happy to discuss church matters, including finances, with you. In order to give you 

the most accurate picture of our current fiscal situation, we have included below the most current 

statistics. Thank you for your support and for your prayers in this challenging time. 
   

 

  Budget for Year Actual 
(As of 1/19) 

Projected for Year-End 

Income     $709,923     $431,023         $694,000 

Expenses     $709,923     $403,503         $705,000 

Surplus/(Deficit)     $      0     $ 27,519        ($ 11,000) 
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Dr. Calvin & Paulette Schierer 
proudly announce the engagement of 

their son, Philip Richard Schierer,  
to Sydney Erinn Seese,  

daughter of Mark & Jeanne Seese  
of Grand Island, NY,  

Philip is a student at Nazareth 
College and Sydney is a student at 

Houghton College. 

The Board of Wellspring offers thanks to our church family and praise to the Lord for the generous 

outpouring of over $1,700.00 coming from a portion of the Christmas Eve offering. This work is truly 

impacting Allegany County families. 

 In 2009, there were 4,525 people served a meal, an increase of 53% over 2008. There were 4,030 

people given clothing and other items, an increase of 38% over 2008. Growth is consistently steady and lives 

are being touched with the love, mercy, and grace of Jesus. 

 Come visit any Wednesday or Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A free lunch at noon and good fellowship 

are offered too. Donations are always welcome...or you may just find an item there that you can use! Please 

direct questions to Beth Beardsley (567-8117). 

 Again, Wellspring is so grateful for your support. 

12:15 P.M. Monthly Luncheon Meeting  

 catered by Pioneer Food Service and served at the Student Center Dining Room. 

R.S.V.P. to Olson Clark (207-4029) by February 8. 

Program: “Native Americans of Genesee Country” by Craig Braack, our County Historian 

CHURCH STAFF                        
Wes Oden, Senior Pastor, 567-2024  

woden@hwchurch.org  

 

Todd Leach, Assistant Pastor, 567-8288 

 tleach@hwchurch.org  

 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor, 307-9950 

 jcole@hwchurch.org  

 

Cindy Oden, Discipleship Pastor, 567-2024 

 coden@hwchurch.org  

 

Amanda Cox, Worship Director, 567-4870  

 acox@hwchurch.org  

 

Laurie Smalley, Volunteer Pastor for Outreach, 567-8302 

 lsmalley@hwchurch.org 

 

Church Office: 567-2264 

info@hwchurch.org 

During periods of hazardous weather conditions, closing information will be 

posted on WKBW-TV and online at www.wkbw.com.  

We will also endeavor to update this   

information on the church website: www.hwchurch.org 

mailto:woden@hwchurch.org
mailto:tleach@hwchurch.org
mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
mailto:coden@hwchurch.org
mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:lsmalley@hwchurch.org
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office


 

SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY 
 

February 7 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am) 

a.m. Missions Convention (John Croft) 

p.m. Small Groups 
 

February 14 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am) 

a.m. Dangerous Prayer  

p.m. Small Groups 
 

February 21 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am) 

a.m. Praying to Love Ourselves as God Does  

p.m. Small Groups 
 

February 28 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am) 

a.m. Praying to Love Our Family as God Does  

p.m. Small Groups 

Service  
February 17     
at 6:30 PM 

Apartment for Rent: 2 Bedrooms; 1 Bathroom; Washer/Dryer; 800Square foot; Private Deck; Quite Country Setting; 

Less then 2 miles from Campus; $550.00 + Utilities: Available as early as June 1, 2010 

Our contact information is (585) 567-4744 or  (585) 732-8172; email: Jeremy@TempletonsOnline.com 

The address is 9457 Molyneaux Road, Houghton NY 14744. 

 

House for Rent: Greek Revival style, 2 story home on ¾ of an acre, fenced-in backyard in Belfast. Walking distance of 

School, Post Office, Library and Ace’s Restaurant. 3 or 4 bedrooms. Large living room and dining room; with glass 

French doors between. Two full baths. Eat-in kitchen with pantry. Office/small bedroom/playroom off kitchen. Hard 

wood floors in living room, one bathroom and kitchen. Attached garden shed, with an additional separate lawnmower 

shed. Culligan water filter and softener system in cellar. Hot water baseboard heat. Stove, water heater, furnace and dryer 

all run on gas. Major appliances included. Rent: $650.00 per month (does not include utilities)  

Contact Sharon Mulligan 585-808-0653 or email: sharon.mulligan@houghton.edu   

 

Just Married! Jim Mulligan and Sharon Hibbard on November 28, 2009. The Mulligans reside in Belmont. 

HAITI RELIEF 

According to board chair Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, “The immense tragedy of the earthquake that has devastated Haiti is beyond 

human comprehension, but not beyond Christ-inspired compassion. We encourage each of our local congregations to set 

aside one day between Sunday, January 17 and Sunday, January 24 as a day of sorrow, prayer and fasting for the suffer-

ing nation of Haiti. We also ask every Wesleyan to donate the cost of at least one day’s meals to our cooperative disaster 

response effort by sending gifts either to the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund or World Hope International (our pri-

mary international relief and development partner).” 

Checks should be made payable to “The Wesleyan Church” as you mail your timely donations to the “Wesleyan 

Emergency Relief Fund”, P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, IN 46250. T 

To make a credit card donation click here or call 800.707.7715. Use fund number “WM07-0005” with the de-

scription “Haiti Relief." 

Donations direct to World Hope International, primary partner in ministries of compassion for The Wesleyan 

Church, may be made at World Hope International,P.O. Box 96338, Washington DC 20090-6338, or online at 

www.world hope.org.Canadian gifts may be made at www.worldhope.ca. 

mailto:Jeremy@TempletonsOnline.com?subject=Apartment%20for%20Rent
mailto:sharon.mulligan@houghton.edu?subject=House%20for%20Rent
http://wesleyan.org/../../gp/donate
http://www.worldhope.org
http://www.worldhope.ca

