THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00 MORNING WORSHIP
DECEMBER 13, 2009

Welcome and Life of the Church

Prelude: Wake, Awake for Nightis Flying! ........................ Manz

Lighting of the Advent Candle .....Suzanne, Emma, & Julia Brenneman Guerra
*Hymn 119

Anthem: Advent Meditation .............c.cooiiiiiiiiie Larkin

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 (page 683)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

Angels from the Realms of Glory

*Doxology Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Worship through the Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory: What Child is This?
Laurie Smalley, harp

Pastoral Prayer / The Lord ' s  P(debtsydebtors)

Please feel free to stand or kneel at the altar rail as an indication

CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Children ages 2-5 go directly to Children's Church prior
to the service. Children's Church meets in room 116 on the first floor of the
Christian Education building.

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. On this third Sunday of
Advent we find ourselves in the middle of December—looking back and looking
forward, pondering what has taken place and wondering what is yet to come.
Matthew begins his gospel in this same mindset—thinking about those who have
gone before Christ but in the context of what Christ’s coming is yet to reveal. In
our worship today, can we see Christ in our past, in our present, and in our
future?

If you are a guest here today, we welcome you. We are glad that you are here.
Please fill out a guest card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it in
the offering plate when it is passed.

TONIGHT AT 6:00 please join us for a Musical Celebration which will include
the Children’s Choir, the Adult Choir, and several other small ensembles and will
be followed by a Christmas Cookie Reception in the Community Room. Please
bring a plate of your favorite cookies to share and drop them off at the
Community Room before the service.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING is the fourth and final Sunday of Advent. We will
gather for worship in one 10:00 service pondering Joseph’s place and life as the
earthly father of Jesus. There will be no Sunday School next week.

NEXT SUNDAY EVENING: We join in our annual Carol Sing. If you play an
instrument, plan to bring it and play along,.
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*New Testament Reading: Matthew 1:1-25 (page 955)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 138 In the Bleak Midwinter

Sermon: God Comes Among Real People
Pastor Wesley Oden

*Hymn 140 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne

*Benediction
*Congregational Amen (Hymn 656, Threefold)

*Postlude: From Heaven Aboveto Earth 1 Come .......ccvvvviviini... Pachelbel

*Please stand if able
Organist: Eileen DeBoer

Worship Leader: lan Galloway
Acolyte: Allie Stevick

Children’s Worship bulletins are available in the church foyer for ages 3-12.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK: Elders, Monday, 6:30 p.m. (Room 105)

WEDNESDAY EVENING AT 6:30 Wednesday Evening at 6:30 - AWANA Puggles &
Cubbies, Girls' AWANA Club, and Boys' AWANA Club meet. The adults meet in

the sanctuary for a time of prayer.

PRAYER ROOM: the prayer room is available every day, 7:00am - 9:00pm
(holidays excluded). You may reserve the prayer room online (www.hwchurch.org)
or by contacting the church office. Walk-ins are welcome with consideration given
to a previous reservation. Pastor Wes is posting new blogs on Mondays and
Thursdays on the prayer website (www.hwceprayerroom.wordpress.com) and
sending out daily tweets on twitter (www.twitter.com/pastorwesoden).

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED for the holidays on Friday, December 25,
Monday, December 28, Thursday, December 31, & Friday, January 1.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: we will host a Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m.,
which will include carols, candle lighting and the reading of the Christmas story.

Submissions to the Highlights newsletter are due to the office by December 15.


http://www.hwchurch.org/
http://www.hwcprayerroom.wordpress.com/
http://www.twitter.com/pastorwesoden

NEWS FOR INVESTORS Last Week Fiscal Year

Offerings Received $ 17,598 $ 351,404
Budget Needed $ 13,612 $ 367,524
Difference +/— +$ 3,986 —$ 16,120

Reminder: Year-end donations must be either postmarked or delivered to the
church office on or before December 31 in order to be counted as a 2009
contribution.

YOUTH NEWS
TONIGHT HSM — 6pm at the church for the Christmas program!
Monday  Youth Committee Meeting 7pm Youth Room
Tuesday  Prayer Breakfast - 7:00am Community Room;
MSM — worship team practice/setup for Munchkin Christmas Party 6:30pm;
all welcome!
Wednesday MSM - 6:30pm Munchkin Christmas Party!
Next Sunday HSM — 6pm at the church for Christmas Carols. Snacks/dodge ball follow
UPCOMING EVENT: Winter Retreat January 29 - 31; Early bird Deadline Jan. 6!
PLEASE PRAY: HWC is sending 21 students and staff to Love Mercy, the Wesleyan
Youth Convention in Baltimore from December 28-31.Thanks for your prayers.

HOLIDAY SERVICES

Sunday, December 20.............. 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Christmas Carol Sing (Bring instruments)

Thursday, December 24........... 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sunday, December 27.............. 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
No Evening Activities

Sunday, January 3.....coveeenneeee 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
No Evening Activities

Sunday, January 10................... 8:20 & 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - John Wesley Covenant Service

PRAYER CONCERNS: for families who have experienced a recent death; for
people with health concerns: Olson Clark, Bob Smalley, Isobel Alexander, Crystal
Blake, Don Scholla (Sheri Reynolds’s Father), Quinn Mastin, Jo-Anne Young,
Brianna Austin, Ella Woolsey, LaNora Keith, Bonnie MacBeth, Meredith
Kellogg, Al Smith, Pierce Samuels, Emily Crikelair, John McCormick (Vicki
King’s Father), Sharrel McNeill (Rob McNeill’s mother), John Johnson (Sharon
Johnson’s father), and Louis Case (Jon Case’s father); for all who are completing
this fall semester of education; for people facing the effects of natural disasters,
famine and war, for our soldiers stationed around the world, for the ongoing
ministry of Operation Christmas Child; and that God would continue to
challenge us to pray.




