
Dr. George (òCoachó) Wells 
 

George Robert Wells, born on September 24, 1921, was the first of 
three sons born to Howard and Martha Wells.  Upon graduation from 
high school, George received the gift of his first new suit, the loan of a 
1932 çModel Aè Ford, and his parentsè blessing to attend Houghton 
College. George came to Houghton because åit was a cheap 
schoolæ ($300 per year, at the time) and because he was encouraged to 
attend by Cousin Mae Smith and her husband Willard, who worked for 
the college. 
 

Georgeès college studies were interrupted by World War II and service 
as an officer in the United States Navy Reserve.  In 1945, George and 
Doris (Driscoll) were married and, after the war George returned to 
Houghton, graduated in 1947, and immediately joined the collegeès 
faculty.  
 

George and Doris have five children; Robert, Laurie, Delores, Darlene, 
and David, all of whom love and serve Christ. The family now includes 
spouses, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. All are blessed by 
Grandpa Wellsè legacy of prayer, faithfulness and tenacity in service, 
and trust in the Lord.   
 

Coach Wells earned his masterès and doctoral degrees while serving at 
the college.  He was instrumental in development of the collegeès 
physical education major and intercollegiate athletic program.  Coach 
was a leader in several professional organizations and received a variety 
of awards.  However, most notably, his passion was to use the platform 
of the programs in physical education and athletics as a laboratory for 
Christian living.  He was a role model, mentor, counselor, and prayer 
warrior for many students.  
 

After the 1951 Houghton revival, the Lord led Coach to travel with 
groups of students witnessing to the revival.  This gave rise to the 
ministry of Youth in One Accord .  Coach travelled with teams most 
weekends and summers for decades, sharing the message of revival and 
renewal wherever they were invited.  Over the decades, the ministry of 
YOA and Coachès mentoring and discipleship of team members were a 
testament to Godès faithfulness and to  Coach and Dorisè obedience in 
service, even when obedience was difficult. 
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