C L C Houghton Wesleyan Church JoyfullylovingGod,

’ ’ wholeheartedly serving others
Highlights

Volume 50 No. 3

What to Do When the Siren Goes Off

The angel of the Lord When one moves, adjustmenjcs are_part of the process. New surrou_ndings.
New people. New ways of doing things. New verbal shortcuts. All kinds of
found Hagar .
new things.

beside a spring of water
When we moved to Houghton more than 21 years ago, we had to get used

to the siren going off all over town all hours of the day and night calling the
volunteer ambulance and fire workers to an emergency. We had never
Genesis 16:7 lived in a place where this was normal life. In other places where we lived,
the siren only went off to indicate a tornado or some other type of
potential disaster. (Interestingly enough, as | write this, the siren isn’t going off, but my phone is beeping
about a tornado warning in our area). We quickly learned that in Houghton, the siren goes off every time
someone dials 911.

in the wilderness,

along the road to Shur.

The thing about getting used to what’s new is that you get used to what’s new. It didn’t take long for
us to acclimate to the sound of the siren’s wail. We, like many others, were curious about the situation that
precipitated the call and sometimes it meant racing to someone in need to pray with them before being
whisked off by ambulance or helicopter. But it no longer had the same intense effect on us...until recently—
with our two-year-old granddaughter..

Initially, the sound startled her and frightened her. But her parents saw an
opportunity for a teaching moment. They told her that the siren meant that
someone was hurt or needed help and that the best thing she could do was to
stop whatever she was doing and pray. And that’s exactly what she does. When
she is at our house and she hears the siren, we all stop, fold our hands and say a
prayer for the person or persons who are in need. | know that she is not the only
one who engages in prayer when they hear the siren. Many of you already do, but
perhaps a reminder is a good thing.

For those who volunteer with the town emergency response crew, the siren means heading to the
firehall and moving into action. We are all grateful for this selfless service. For the rest of us, what better
response than to pray. To pray for the people in need, their family and friends and for the volunteers who are
helping.

My concern, however, is not just about our local siren but about what our response might represent.
There are so many needs in our broken world and we hear about them so often that we can easily become
numb to the reality of pain and need. We hear about floods and hurricanes and tsunamis and we feel bad but
we move on with our lives. We hear about famine and drought, about genocide and persecution and we
lament but we go on with our lives.

We can’t be involved in every situation, but what if we developed the habit of being prayer first
responders? What if as soon as we hear of another tragedy, of another disaster, of another need, our first
response is to stop what we are doing to pray? How would it change the circumstances about which we
pray? How would it change we who pray?

Blessings,
Pastor Wes



CLEW: Christian Life Emphasis Week is September 3-6.

The Rev. Dr. Meredith L. Griffin, Jr, pastor of Harvest Christian Fellowship in Wilmington, Delaware is our speaker.
Please be in prayer now that God will use him and that these days will lead students and community members into a
deeper relationship with Christ.

Welcome students to the community at the

WELCOME POTLUCK August 20

The Welcome-Students-To-Our-Community Potluck/Picnic will be held in the church

Community Room and on the church side lawn (weather permitting) on Sunday evening,

August 20 at 5:00 p.m. Because the church family will be welcoming 200 athletes and

students already on campus to our community, we, the church family, will provide all of

the food. The church will provide table service, hot dogs, hot dog buns and bever-

age. Please bring a large salad and/or hot dish and a dessert so we have enough food to

serve everyone. The Lay Shepherd groups hosting this event are Belfast/Canadea/Friendship/Rushford, Centerville
Road and Fancher Heights/Luckey/Meadow Lane. Come and enjoy this time of fellowship and food as we welcome
Houghton College students to our church and community.

Moments with Pastor Paul Shea of Adult Ministries ... (2 Thessalonians 1:3)

Take the PLUNGE!

It’s good old summertime and bodies of water beckon us to jump into them!
| hope you are finding pleasure in some outdoor activity these warm months.

As fall creeps closer, there is another invitation to new depths, new
refreshing, new experiences of community, fellowship, accountability,
care, and nurture. Want a friendly opportunity for connection and
growth? It can be found in weekly gatherings of Small Groups

organized and promoted by HWC. Ready to take the plunge?

Small Groups meet once a week (for about 12-14 weeks starting the week of Sept. 10.) -- any day and hour

agreed upon. Formats and content vary, as do nature (open groups, by-invitation groups, larger and smaller
groups, locale groups, younger families, multi-intergenerational, etc.). In the Fall many groups track Pastor

Wes’ sermons with discussion materials supplied. Next Highlights will list groups and leaders.

What to do NOW:

O invite some new folks to join your group. (Are there friend you know not in a group? Ask Pastor Paul
for names if you need to.)

O consider starting a new group. (Be a host home or think about leading. Tell Pastor Paul your interest.)

O pecide to be part of a small group!

PASTOR WES’S BLOG:

Most every week, Pastor Wes interacts with current events in the world and stuff happening in
our part of the world. Sign up to receive notification for each new blog on the church website.
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*Children's Mimistry * Children’s Ministry*

CONGRATULATIONS...

To Emily and Brandon Hoffman and Kadee and Joseph on the new addition to
their family! Welcome baby Tess Ella Claire Hoffman!

Seplember 3
Suncday Sehoel begins tfor all ages

FALL FUN

We are thinking ahead to the fall when our Children's Ministries begin again and have some
awesome opportunities for you, our church family. You can have the amazing experience of working
with a Sunday School class, either as a teacher or an assistant this fall! There are openings in the
Toddler, Kindergarten, First Grade, and 5th grade classes. If you love children and enjoy sharing the
love of Jesus, this is the place for you! For our youth, there are also opportunities for teens to help
out in Junior Church during the 8:20 Service. Please contact Pastor Laurie (567-2264

/ lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org) or Jess Wartinger (330-4628/ sundayschool@hwchurch.org) if you
are interested.

EXCITING ANNCOUNCEMENT!

We are starting up our Wednesday Night Kids Club again! Watch for more information about sign
ups in mid-September and a starting date of October 4™, We have a wonderful set of directors:
Kristen Sanasith and Jessica Romance and the multi-talented Doug and Phyllis Gaerte starting off the
evenings with our Bible lesson and song time. There will be many opportunities for you to join in the
fun!

BIKES ON THE QUAD

Join us on the Houghton College Quad on Wednesday nights at 6:30 for a time of family fellowship
while the kids ride the quad. We meet every Wednesday through August 23.
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Childcare during Worship

NURSERY: We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to
two years of age. The nursery is located on the first floor of the
Christian Education Building and is available during services.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Children ages 2-5 are dismissed dur-
ing the song before the sermon for Children's Church which
meets in rooms 115 and 116 on the first floor of the Christian
Education Building.

Valley Preschool has an opening for a teacher for the 2017-18 school year. A degree in Early
Childhood/Elementary Education or Christian Education/Formation and
experience working with three through five-year-olds preferred. For a
description of duties and qualifications and to apply, please contact Casda
Danner, Valley Preschool Director (casdadanner@gmail.com or 567-4314) or
the church office (567-2264).

Applications are available for 2017-2018

Valley Preschool is a ministry of our church that meets from September through May on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday mornings. The program supplements the home experiences of three, four, and
five-year-olds and helps meet their developmental needs. At VPS, children actively explore, experiment,
create, and communicate, forming an understanding of self, others, and the world. In this social setting,
children learn to share, participate in group activities, take turns, follow directions, and make decisions
independently. A variety of topics is explored using books, songs, finger plays, drama, and group discus-
sion. Topics include Bible stories, comparing and contrasting, holiday and seasons, shapes and numbers,
forming sets, understanding patterning, recognizing letters and their sounds, children's literature, science
concepts, and many others. Lessons and activities incorporate chances to improve fine and gross motor
skills, use analytical thinking, sharpen listening skills, develop language skills, and share creative ideas.
All of this prepares the children to be lifelong learners.

Applications for the 2017 —18school year are available on our bulletin board. Children must be
three years old by December 1st to enroll and should be toilet trained. Please feel free to call (567-
4314) or email (casdadanner@gmail.com) if you have questions.
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The Library Corner

The Arts exist...to show forth the glory of God,;
or, to translate the same thing in terms of our psychology,
to awaken and keep alive the sense of wonder in man.
The success of any work of art is achieved
when we say of any subject, a tree or a cloud or a human character,
“I' have seen that a thousand times and | never saw it before.”
G.K. Chesterton, The Thing

Please stop by our wonderful church library to see these new items purchased or donated to the collection.
We hope to soon enlarge the children’s library to make room for more material and perhaps some additional
seating for children.

Adult DVDs Audio books on CDs

The Inn of Sixth Happiness Joni and Ken by Ken Tada and Joni Eareckson Tada

Adult Books Adult Large Print Books:

I, Saul by Jerry Jenkins Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki

Glory Days by Max Lucado The Wish by Beverly Lewis

David Wilkerson by Gary Wilkerson The Mother’s Hope and Her Daughter’s Dream by Francine Rivers
This Is Now by Patti M. Hummel (Books 1 & 2 in Marta’s Legacy)

Children’s Books

Beautiful Oops! by Barney Saltzberg

The Night Before the Fourth of July by Natasha Wing

In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb by Marion Dane Bauer

Spring Is Here (Bear and Mole story) by Will Hillenbrand

The Fourth of July by Alice Dalgliesh

Lincoln and Grace: Why Lincoln Grew a Beard by Steve Metzger
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Wellspring Ministries

Have you noticed any spider webs...with bugs caught in them lately?
The bug tries to escape, but with each try gets hung up on another strand of the web, more entangled than be-
fore. Maybe it is better to just be still.
Author R. Chambers compares the materially poor to a bug caught in a web, trapped by multiple ensnaring factors like
insufficient assets, isolation, powerlessness, physical weakness, etc. Often it seems there is no freedom to make
meaningful choices. We hear some of these entanglements voiced at Wellspring:

~ car woes

~ rent money had to be spent on food, car, or medical needs

~ empty cupboard (no milk for cereal)

~ possible eviction (by landlord, boyfriend, or relative)

~ ride needed for a doctor appointment but no gas $ to pay

~ physical pain, but no $ for an analgesic

~ broken relationships leading to a broken heart

~ utilities about to be shut off...again

Because Wellspring is committed to tithing all incoming monies, there is a Benevolent Fund to help alleviate some needs
that arise—needs that all of us have experienced ourselves on life's journey.

Please pray for sensitivity to the Holy Spirit's leadings, and God's wisdom on how to extend this to those in need with
careful stewardship. We always desire to help others find true eternal riches in the Lord Jesus.

We are JOYFUL about:

-Karen's cookie contributions
-a recent generous food donation to help with food boxes
-the Blakes run of sewing classes - and the curtains that will follow for downstairs windows
-monies to pay the large insurance bill
-the new 60 inch commercial-grade range from a Houghton donor that will ensure adequate baking space and heat
-serving nutritious meals that taste great thanks in part to Gudy and Kathy's culinary skills
-all of our donors who drop off items for us to sort and give away

(Our prayer and financial supporters as well, provide joy year round.)
-Fidelis Care providing 80+ backpacks, for the annual '‘Back to School Night' on Tuesday, August 15.
(This event is for all children and families, starting with a meal at 5:00pm. Donations of school supplies
to put inside the backpacks are welcome now-notebooks, paper, crayons, markers, pencils, etc.)
-the June Volunteer Recognition Dinner where Ruth Doell, now retired, was honored for her years of
service. (She was a part of Wellspring's founding 12 years ago.)

We are PRAYING about:

-Folks coming to Jesus in a new relationship of trust
-New Board members and volunteers to do a variety of things
-Wise stewardship of our resources and plant

We REMIND you about:
-Open hours: Wed. and Fridays 10:00 to 1:45, with devotions/ meal at 11:55 to 12:30.
-Donations will be accepted as early as 9:30 am. (Please no donations to the Beardsley porch the first half of August.)

"Those blessed by God become blessers for God." Hebrews 13:16 paraphrase
Beth Beardsley (for the Board)



MEMORIAL GIFTS:

Thanks to the family and friends of Ted Hopkins whose generous memorial gifts have allowed us to fund the
streaming of our weekly worship services. Every week more than 50 people—in our community, across our

state and in places around the world—connect with our worship services through streaming. We are so
grateful to the Hopkins family’s generosity that allows this ministry to continue serving others.
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Is Hospitality Your Gift?

Be a welcoming and friendly face on Sunday mornings as people arrive for the worship
services. Greeters help prepare the hearts of members for worship as they welcome
guests with a smile and warm handshake. If you enjoy meeting new people and have a
genuine desire to make them feel comfortable, this may be the ministry for you. Please
call Janyce Smithley at 585-307-0228. You may also fill-out the form below to put in the
offering plate or send to the church office. Janyce will be organizing a Greeter Calendar
for the school year. Thank you.

The Greeter Ministry is looking for Greeters

Would you be willing to help with this ministry by giving a friendly handshake and warm smile to people as they enter
our worship services? If so, please print your name and contact info below and check off which service you can help
with and put in the offering plate or send to the church office.

We welcome college, academy and high school student involvement. Thank you for considering becoming part of this
ministry of the Houghton Wesleyan Church!

Your name

Your phone/email

Address/CPO

Service you prefer to be a greeter: 8:20 9:40 11:00 a.m

Thank you for your prayers for Nancy, Jon, Luke, and Emma Cole. Because people are asking about taking them a meal

or two, we are opening this up to the congregation. You may go directly to TakeThemAMeal.com and locate the

schedule by the recipient's last name (Cole) and the password is volleyball .Thank you for praying for and helping the
Cole family as they are dealing with Nancy's breast cancer diagnosis.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Bill John Newbrough will be performing a sacred and classical piano concert August 5!

When: Saturday, August 5, 2017, 7 pm
Location: Odosagih Bible Conference

Chapel Building

3204 Hazelmere Ave

Machias, NY 14101-0107
Concert is open to the public, and is free of charge. No tickets are
needed! Come out to hear an exciting program of well known and beloved
piano works, and to hear Bill John speak about some of his many experiences
in music ministry!

-
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http://www.takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=HLTW8018

O Understanding and Responding to Dementia-Related Behaviors
O Local Caregiver Resources

No cost—family and professional care partners welcome!

Registration Required—Call 1.800.272.3900

Another Genesee Rapids baseball season is in the history books. Once
again one of the comments most received from the players during exit
interviews was the support of fans and the entire Houghton Community.
The players really appreciate the kindness and hospitality shown to
them in so many ways. Thanks to the host families, bus drivers, conces-
sion stand workers, admissions and Team Store personnel, press box
workers and all others who gave of their time and support to make the
2017 season a success in SO many ways.

Hello everybody !

We at Helping Hands Christian Alliance are a new store in town as of this past
May. We have all kinds of items for your gifting consideration. We have QUILTS<
CALLIGRAPHY, and other items hand created. If you are looking for CARDS or
BOKMARKS, we also have those as well. We are beginning to bring out our
Christmas items too. We have PAINTINGS, CERAMIC ORNAMENTS, and some
SCULPTURE. We look forward to seeing you on Fridays 3-6 and Saturdays 10-2.
Location 9726 Rt 19 Houghton NY we can be accessed from the back entrance or
the front entrance at Buddy’s Place.

I am still available for dog sitting, elder sitting, cleaning jobs, or house sitting. My
phone number is 716 801 2077.
Barbara Elliott

Page 10



Houghton Area Senior Citizens

The Houghton Area Seniors from northern Allegany County meet monthly
on the second Thursday (NOTE: exception will be December meeting this
year that will meet on Tuesday, December 12) for fellowship, food, and an
Interesting program—sometimes music, sometimes a travelogue, some-
times local color, sometimes valuable information—always interesting.

Our September 14 luncheon will begin at noon in the Community Room.
Bring a dish to pass as indicated by the first letter of your last name:

A-F Desserts G-N Casseroles O-Z Salads
At 1:00 p.m. the program will be on our National Parks, presented by Ken Gaerte

New members age 55+ always welcome ~ caregivers, also, regardless of age.

Save September 14, October 12, November 9, December 12, January 11, February 8, March 8,
April 12, May 10, and June 14 on your calendar!

3-room upstairs apartment on Route 19 within walking distance of college.
@I}7 @I:m All utilities except electric included in rent. Phone 585-567-8885.

Glider-type exerciser. Folds flat for storage. Very reasonable.
@I:F @ @ Phone 585-567-8885

Food Pantry

We are out of the following items:
Canned fruits & vegetables
Tuna

Flour & Sugar

Baked beans

Margarine

Cheese

Spaghetti sauce

Soups, Chili, and Stew
Instant potatoes

Rice

Jelly and Jam

Pancake Mix and syrup
Macaroni & Cheese

Oil
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Women are twwited to the
Genenations Tea fon Women

decriny f@ﬁm& Caomp. 9746 Route 19 in Houghton NY
Auguar 1 from &4 f.m. 585) 207-5053
én the Commanity Foom (585) 207-
We witt lave mini-teotimonics of Homemade Ice Cream
cnoncew from maliiple tfe dtaged Summer Hours:
shaning what God & catling them o Daily, 2:00 to 9:00 p.m.
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No childcare is provided.

Sundays in August CHURCH STAFF
August 6 (10:00 am) Wes Oden, Senior Pastor

am Dr. J. Michael Walters 567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
August 13 (10:00 am) Jon Cole, Youth Pastor

am Dr. Joey Jennings, District Superintendent WNY Wesleyan 307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org

Church
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
August 20 8:20 am, 9:40 am and 11:00 am, 5:00 pm 567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
(No Sunday School)

am  What Does Salvation Look Like? (Luke 18:35-19:10)

o Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
p.m. Church-College Potluck Picnic

567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
August 27 8:20am, 9:40am and 11:00am

(No Sunday School)
am Do You Really Want Jesus to Be the King? (Luke 19:11-27) 567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director

Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Director
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org

e ' g
bagiide @ > , QMg “'k &
# o 4'3\ v e > 9 4o Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
. T U L1

567-2264 office@hwchurch.org
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