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Minor Prophets
Everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.
Luke 18: 31
A. W. Tozer once said, “What I think about God is the most important thing about me.” I believe that
this is true—not just for people who are followers of God, but all people—
because I believe that every person’s choice about God is rooted in his or her
thoughts about God.
People follow God because they are convinced that what they know of
God makes him worth following. People don’t follow God because they are
convinced that what they know of God makes him not worth following. People
who trust God in difficult times of life do so because what they think about God
makes him worth trusting and people who turn from God in difficult times of life
do so because what they think about God makes him unworthy of trust. But the
implications of our thoughts about God are not limited to things spiritual; they
affect every element of life because every element of life is connected to God,
our Creator. What we think about God is the most important thing about us.
The Scriptures are written to help us develop true thoughts about God,
which we need because all of us struggle with false views of God. Our false
views of God are often skewed by our self-centered perspectives. God should do
what I want. God should act when I want. God should cater to my desires. Most of the time the God we think
about is created in our image. The scriptures are written to correct us. Perhaps we see this no more clearly than
in the words of the Old Testament prophets.
These prophets, particularly the 12 Minor Prophets, are often misunderstood, if an attempt is made to
understand them at all. Most Christians ignore these writings that comprise the last section of the Old
Testament. But we do so at our peril. These 12 men speak harsh words, no doubt. The harshness of their words
often leads us to extremes—either to write them off as insignificant or to use them as a weapon against others.
But the intent of the prophets—as the intent of all of God’s Word—is to bring us to a clearer understanding of
and deeper experience with God.
Because I believe that these prophets possess great value for us, we are going to think through them
this fall. Spending time with one prophet a week, let me invite you to join me on this journey of discovery
about ourselves and our world, but mostly about God. My prayer is that each week we will gain a little clearer
perspective of God so that the most important thing about us looks more and more like God truly is.
Blessings,

Pastor Wes
Sunday Ministry Spots

In an effort to help the entire congregation engage more fully in the various ministries of our church, starting
in September, you will hear a weekly brief ministry spot. These 2-3 minute updates will focus on a wide-range
of ministries in order to help us hear a bit more of what God is doing in and through our church, to know how
to pray for these ministries and to be introduced to ways in which you might use your gifts in service to others.
We hope that these spots inspire all of us to give thanks, to pray and to serve.

Church Membership: Have you considered becoming a member of Houghton
Wesleyan? Do you have questions about what being a member of Houghton
Wesleyan even means? Pastor Wes is hosting a membership information class in
mid-September. If you are interested in discovering more about membership, you
will want to attend this class. Please contact Pastor Wes or the church office (5672264) to indicate your interest.
CLEW: Christian Life Emphasis

Week is September 3-6. Our speaker is
Rev. Dr. Meredith Lee Griffin Jr., the
senior and founding pastor of Harvest
Christian Fellowship, a missional,
externally focused, church located in
suburban Wilmington, Delaware. Dr.
Griffin believes that the local church is
called to be the living expression of
God’s love and power in every community it touches. Active in community
and education, Dr. Griffin has served as
an Adjunct instructor at Wilmington
University, Wesley Seminary at Indiana
Wesleyan University, and Biblical
Theological Seminary.

For more details – www.living4harvest.org

CLEW SCHEDULE
Sunday, September 3
8:20 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
9:40 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
11:00 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
7:00 pm
Evening Service (Wesley Chapel)

Monday, September 4
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)
7:00 pm
Coffeehouse (Java)
Tuesday, September 5
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)
7:00 pm
Evening Service (Wesley Chapel)
Wednesday, September 6
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)

COLLEGE CORNER!

Koinonia Worship Hour begins August 27 – 7 p.m. Wesley Chapel.
Leadership Team: Andrew Silbert, Advisor; Daniel Eager; Michaella Aliperti; Kingsley Kolek; David
Cruz; Brandon Mellerski; Mandy Satre; Duncan Shalda; John Khalaf. Whole Community welcome
to join in!
Pray, attend and support Christian Life Emphasis with Dr. Griffin, Jr. Sept. 3—6
Sunday Lunch Potluck – September 17. Noon, Community Room. Y’all come!
Houghton Church Family – Thanks for keeping college students in our prayers, welcoming and inviting
students to our homes, and sharing and living our love and growth in Christ in many settings.
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Adult & Children’s Sunday School classes begin September 3

WELCOME TO ADULT/COLLEGE
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Classes meet from 9:40-10:40 am.

NT BIBLE EXPOSITION – Paul Young: Continuing through the letter of I Timothy with plenty of discussion and feedback. (Below Sanctuary Room 9)
BOOK DISCUSSION – Michael Jordan: Reading and lively discussion - Sept./Oct. Iain Matthew’s The
Impact of God; and Nov./Dec. Henri Nouwen’s Letters to Marc About Jesus.
(Below Sanctuary Room 10, The Good Shepherd Room)
BOOK DISCUSSION—Ralph & Marilyn Kerr: Reading and lively discussion – Chip Ingram’s Culture
Shock: A Biblical Response to Today’s Most Divisive Issues. (Room 105 near library)
KALEIDOSCOPE – Team: A wide variety of topics on spiritual growth, mission and outreach, or contemporary issues. Leaders include local experts or outside guests. (Community Room, CE building)
WHEN MOMS PRAY – Sally Johnson and others: This group supports each other in their roles in the
family and community. Quality times of prayer for one another are always a part of this gathering (Below
Sanctuary Room 7).
NEW: Join us for a new adult Sunday School class starting September 3 taught by Karl and Laura Sisson
that focuses on HANDLING FINANCES GOD’S WAY. We will use the Dave Ramsey approach to getting
our finances in order and taking care of what God has entrusted to us. This class will be a safe place for couples or singles desiring to learn more about getting out of debt, saving, investing and giving. Space is limited
to around 20 so if you or someone you know is interested call the church office today (585-567-2264).

11:00 a.m. – YOUNG ADULT BODY LIFE! Dan Hodge, Patrick & Sarah Hager: College students and
others welcome for variety of topics and approaches to build honest relationships and growth in Christ. (Room
105 near library)
Small groups provide community, fellowship, accountability, care, and nurture. Want a friendly opportunity for connection and growth? It can be found in
weekly gatherings of Small Groups organized and promoted by HWC. This fall
many will discuss and track the Sunday sermon series on the Minor Prophets.

Current Listing: Groups meet once a week (12-14 weeks starting week of September 10.)
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday:
Dan and Jess Wartinger@ Church Rom 105 – 5:30 p.m. (For young families, childcare provided)
J.L. Miller @ Dan and Sarah Gurley home – 6:00 p.m. (For young families, numbers limited)
Paul Shea @ Matt and Barb Woolsey home – 5:30 p.m. (Open but numbers limited)
Debbie Young @ Jack and Linda Leax home – 6:30 p.m. (Open)
Doug and Judy Mayhle @ their home – 5:30 p.m. (Open. Shared light supper follows discussion)

Monday:
•

Michael Jordan @ Becky Hutton Home – 6:30 p.m. (Open)

Others: There are other community unlisted men, women and student groups meeting during week. Want more info or
wish to form a group? Contact Pastor Paul (paulshea@hwchurch.org or 567-2264 for more info.)

SMALL GROUPS BEGIN WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10.

District Ordination Service at the South Creek Wesleyan Church

The Western New York District Ordination Service and Service Recognition will be held, Sunday,
October 8 at 6:00 pm at the South Creek Wesleyan Church, 2063 South Creek Road, Eden, NY.
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Finance Update

The church budget was approved in May but
we want to keep you informed about where
money given to the church goes. As you see
from the chart, the budget is divided into six
major
sections—Staff Salaries and Benefits, Missions
(local and global), Ministries (all of the various
ways in which we help each other initiate and
grow in faith), Physical Plant, Office and
Miscellaneous and Denomination (funds that
support the ministry of Wesleyan Churches in
Western New York, North America and the
world and our educational institutions). This
gives you an idea of the breadth of ministries
and how your tithes and offerings are distributed among them. Because of your faithful stewardship, we are
able to hire pastors to lead us, to help others experience the gospel of Jesus, to serve and support each other,
to gather in a beautiful facility, to keep you informed about the church and to partner with other churches who
are representing Christ where they are. Thank you for your financial support, for your service and for your
prayers that we might be the church God intends us to be. If you have any questions about the budget or
church finances, please don’t hesitate to contact our Treasurer, David Mercer or Pastor Wes.

Online Giving
In order to provide as many giving options as possible, we
are now offering online giving (information is available on
the church website) and offering envelopes. If you give
online, we encourage you to place one of the “I gave
online” cards into the offering plate as a reminder that
though we may present our offerings in different ways, we
are united in our commitment to God, the church and to
each other. Pre-printed offering envelopes are available in
the foyer for those who may prefer to give through that
method. Please feel free to take as many envelopes as you
need for future offerings.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES * CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

JUNIOR CHURCH

Junior Church will be collecting coins for World Hope's 5 and 2 Challenge this fall. The program is designed
to help students who are in the World Hope sponsorship program but have not yet been sponsored and need
funds to pay for school this year. Please consider giving your spare change to the Junior Church kids
throughout the semester. Thank you!
Junior Church will not meet on September 10th which is Communion Sunday.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

September 3rd is Sunday School Promotion Sunday - Children will move up to their next Sunday School
class at that time. The 2017-2018 Sunday School year is almost underway and we're thrilled to have added
TEN VOLUNTEERS to our team. We're almost ready to start the year. Fresh curriculum has arrived, letters
have headed out to families, and we're looking to fill our remaining three positions. Would you consider
stepping in to fill a Sunday School teaching or assistant position for this school year? We still looking for a
teacher in 4th grade and both a teacher and assistant in 5th grade. The commitment is three weeks/month or
approximately 25 weeks throughout the school year. Can you spare some time to invest in our upper
elementary students?
Sign up online at goo.gl/KPidgt or contact Jess Wartinger and Jamie Potter at
sundayschool@hwchurch.org. Thank you for making the Sunday School Program a success.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KIDS’ CLUBS
SIGN UP NIGHT FOR KID'S CLUB IS SEPTEMBER 20TH

Our New Wednesday Night Kid's Club will begin on October 4th from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm for children
1st through 6th grade. Younger children of our volunteers will also have programming available with Donna
Blew. Sign ups will be held on September 20th at 6 pm in the Community Room foyer.
The fall program will be based on Jesus' parables. Here is what the schedule will look like: We will have an
opening session for all of the kids together led by the Gaertes and then break up into age groups to go through
3 stations: Bible Lesson, Crafts and Game Time.

We have first and second grades being led by our group leader, Beth Beardsley. Diane Emmons will lead our
third and forth grade group and Kurt Habecker will lead the fifth and sixth grade group. Sarah Gurley is our
leader for the Bible Lesson time The Mullen Family for our game time and Jenny Johnson will be the craft
station leader
If you would be interested in helping lead a group through the stations (no prep time!) or would like to do a
craft project with the kids, please contact our directors, Kristen Sanasith or Jessica Romance.
We also will have a sign up for parents to help out once a month in one of the stations. We are planning to
have pizza for our volunteers, so you won't have to worry about dinner!
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Laurie, Kristen or Jessica.
Page 6

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES * CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

VALLEY PRESCHOOL
We’re gearing up for a new year at Valley Preschool! Our first week
is that of September 11th. Each year on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday mornings, we minister to children ages 3 - 5 in our own and
surrounding communities. We could use a couple of tricycles, two
wheelers w/ training wheels, or other riding toys in good condition
and would welcome a volunteer to “tune up” some of our bikes & trikes. If you have these items or
skills to donate, please contact Casda Danner at 567-4314 or
casdadanner@hwchurch.org. There are
still a couple of openings for students, so if you have a child whom you would like to have attend Valley Preschool, please get/return your application right away. There are still applications available on our
bulletin board or contact Casda or Patty at the church office. We appreciate and value your prayers for
and interest in this ministry as we begin another year!

THURSDAY PLAYGROUP

Starting on September 7, Playgroup will be meeting Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 in the Community Room/
Gym. All moms, dads, caregivers and kids welcomed!

The Library Corner
Once we know how to read,
what we read matters.
Ben Sasse, The Vanishing American Adult

Here are some new items added this past month to the library:

Audio books on CDs
Have Mercy: A Christian Response to the Court-Ordered Killing of Terri Schiavo,
by David Gibbs
The Next Christians: Seven Ways You Can Live the Gospel and Restore the World, by Gabe Lyons
Adult Large Print Books:
Love Blooms in Winter, Dakotah Diaries Series #1, by Lori Copeland
The Vow, by Kim Carpenter
The Promise of Dawn #1, by Lauraine Snelling
Led to Believe: Inspiring Words from Billy Graham & Personal Stories
from Those Whose Lives He Touched
The Healing Quilt by Wanda E. Brunstetter
Children’s Books
Fight for Freedom by Eleanor Watkins
Rufus and Ryan Go to Church by Kathleen Long Bostrom
Queen Victoria's Request: A Story of Grace and Mercy by: Charles H. Spurgeon
President Lincoln Listened: A story of compassion by: D.L. Moody

Our condolences to the family of Alyce Brown (husband, Jerry, daughter Pastors Cindy and
Wes Oden, grandchildren, John and Heléna, Andrew and Emma) who died August 4. Our
condolences to Mim, John and Carolyn Case at the death of Mim’s mother August 15. Our
prayers are with all who are grieving.

Wednesday AM Women's Bible Study

The women's Wednesday morning Bible study will begin Wednesday, September 13.
We meet in the Good Shepherd room which is the large room under the church sanctuary. The book of Hebrews will be the focus of our study for this year and a workbook will facilitate our personal study throughout each week . A supply of workbooks has already been printed at a cost of $5.00 each. If you haven't yet indicated
that you would like one please contact Sandy Roederer. Workbooks will be distributed at our first meeting. All are welcome!

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study

will begin meeting on Friday, September 15 at 9am
We will be studying Jen Wilkin's "Abide: A Study in 1, 2 & 3 John"
Childcare is provided! Come and join us! Contact Amanda Cox with any questions.
(amandacox@hwchurch.org)

The Church Choir resumes rehearsals on Tuesdays at
7pm in the church sanctuary. Our first rehearsal is
August 22. Come and join us as we enjoy fellowship
together making a joyful noise to the Lord!

Prayer Chain Opportunities

Prayer Changes Things

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 tells us to “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” This admonition is a powerful reminder to us as Christians that
prayer is essential in our lives. With this in mind, we invite men and women to become involved in the prayer
chain ministry of the church. If you are already on the prayer chain, your name will remain on the list unless
you contact us otherwise. If you want to receive the prayer chain requests via phone or email, please contact
the church office at 567-2264. Thank you!
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Is Hospitality Your Gift?
Be a welcoming and friendly face at the outside doors as people arrive for the worship
services. Greeters help prepare the hearts of members for worship as they welcome
guests with a smile and warm handshake. If you enjoy meeting new people and have a
genuine desire to make them feel comfortable, this may be the ministry for you. Please
call Janyce Smithley at 585-307-0228. You may also fill-out the form below to put in the
offering plate or send to the church office. Janyce will be organizing a Greeter Calendar
for the school year. Thank you.

The Greeter Ministry is looking for Greeters
Would you be willing to help with this ministry by giving a friendly handshake and warm smile to people as they enter
our worship services? If so, please print your name and contact info below and check off which service you can help
with and put in the offering plate or send to the church office.
We welcome college, academy and high school student involvement. Thank you for considering becoming part of this
ministry of the Houghton Wesleyan Church!
Your name______________________________________________________
Your phone/email_________________________________________________
Address/CPO____________________________________________________
Service you prefer to be a greeter:_____________8:20_____________9:40___________11:00 a.m.

Thank you for all of the prayers and support during the time of Alyce’s death this past August.
We are so grateful for each of you and all that you did.
Jerry Brown and the Oden family

Thank you for your prayers for Nancy, Jon, Luke, and Emma Cole. Because people are asking about taking them a
meal or two, we are opening this up to the congregation. You may go directly to TakeThemAMeal.com and locate
the schedule by the recipient's last name (Cole) and the password is volleyball .Thank you for praying for and helping
the Cole family as they are dealing with Nancy's breast cancer diagnosis.
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Houghton Area Senior Citizens’ September 14 luncheon will begin at noon in
the Community Room. Bring a dish to pass as indicated by the first letter of
your last name:
A-F Desserts

G-N Casseroles

O-Z Salads

At 1:00 p.m. the program is Senior Law and Estate Planning
by Attorney Dave Brautigam.

2017-2018 Calendar for Houghton Area Senior Citizens
September 14 – “Senior Law and Estate Planning”
Attorney Dave Brautigam
The program will provide an overview of wills, powers of attorney, health care proxies, will
substitutes and trusts if time permits. There may also be an opportunity for general questions.
October 12 – “County Government”
Judy Hopkins – Legislature District 1
Learn how County Government operates and the contributions it makes to the comfort and security of local taxpayers.
November 9 – “Reverend Calvin Fairbanks – His Story”
Bill Heaney—retired Belfast teacher
Join us at noon for a catered Thanksgiving dinner and enjoy a look back on the life and contributions of a historic Rushford area native from the 19th century. (Meal reservations required
in advance)
December 12 (TUESDAY) Holiday Music Program
Houghton Academy
Our annual pilgrimage to Houghton Academy (transportation available) where we will enjoy a
program of traditional and contemporary holiday music presented by the bands, choirs and bell
choirs of HA.
January 11 – “Living Sustainably – Saving Money” Brian Webb—Sustainability Coordinator HC
A workshop offering practical tips for living sustainably in our daily lives. Participants will learn
how to care for their environment while working within their existing budget.
February 8 – “Animals Captured on Film Media”
Dave Huth—Communications HC
We are introduced to some of the members of the amphibians family of vertebrates who usually have a soft, moist skin that is protected by a slippery layer of mucus. Enjoy the show.
March 8 – Greatbatch School of Music Program
Armenio Suzano Director—HC
A program of customized musical selections presented by one of the nation’s premier music
schools located right at our own Houghton College.
April 12 – “Pathway To Empire—The Story of The Erie Canal” Craig Braack—retired County
Historian
Hailed as the greatest engineering feat of the 19th century, the Erie Canal survives today.
However, it is now used mostly for recreation purposes. Program covers why it was built and
problems encountered.
May 10 – “Animal Sounds” media presentation
James Pomeroy former teacher & biologist
This program attempts to motivate people to identify by ear some of our fellow crew members
on Spaceship Earth. There are a few mammals, a few amphibians, and some of our species of
birds.
June 14 – Picnic – no program

New members age 55+ always welcome ~ caregivers, also, regardless of age.
Questions and reservations: Ken Gaerte
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585-567-8522 or 585-610-9402

Antique Pump Organ for sale

A walnut Story and Clark pump organ (in working condition) with beautiful ornate carving is
for sale. Please call Jerry Brown at 567-2024 if you are interested in looking at it and to make
an offer on it. Thank you.
Hi all, Helping Hands Christian Alliance here: I would like to invite everyone
to come and check out our new items. We are a new store in town and have
many handmade items from the local area. We now even have some clothing
made by a local artisan. We also have kitchen items and sewing items made
by still another local artisan.
Come check us out we are open every week Fridays 3-6 and Saturdays 10-6
easily accessed from the front or back door.

Address UPDATES

David and Heidi Huizenga , 9810 Fancher Heights, Houghton NY 14744
Nicholas and Bethie Liddick, 187 West Main Street, Angelica NY 14709
The Mastins, 4514 Main Street in Jupiter FL 33458
Jonathon and Courtney Meyer, 9890 Seymour Streett, Houghton NY 14744

FOR RENT

Four Room House on Route 19—ideal for couple. Phone 567-8885

FREE:

Brand new coated flat beater for Kitchen Aid mixer. Fits models:KPM5, KG25,
KH25, KP50, K5SS, KSM5. If interested call:585-567-8319

The Valley Theatre presents:

Featuring over 30 of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s best loved songs!
Thursday, September 21 at 7pm
in the David A. Howe Public Library, Wellsville
and
Friday, September 22 at 7pm &
Saturday, September 23 at 2pm
in the Houghton Wesleyan Church Community Room
Contact Amanda Cox with questions (amandacox@hwchurch.org)
Come and join us!
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Absolut at Houghton

Rummage Sale/
Fall Festival
September 22 & 23 from 10-4

and
Classic Car Show
September 23 at 2 pm
Hot dogs and refreshments.
If anyone wants to donate some things
for the sale, ABSOLUT would be the
happy recipients! Also, if anyone wants
to show off their car/motorcycle that
would be great!
There is no fee for entry.
Lunch will be free for anyone
showing their classic car.
For more information call Kathy Bower
585-567-2207

CHURCH STAFF
September 3 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00, 7:00pm)
a.m. CLEW: Rev. Dr. Meredith Griffin (Church)
p.m. CLEW: Rev. Dr. Meredith Griffin (Wesley Chapel)
September 10 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. (Hosea)
p.m. Small Groups
September 17 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. (Joel)
p.m. Small Groups
September 24 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. (Amos)
p.m. Small Groups

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org
Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Director
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
567-2264 office@hwchurch.org

Scope of Ministry: Lay Shepherds are normally involved in providing assistance
for those who are in short-term, life-altering or destabilizing crisis situations. They
help meet needs during medical emergencies, house fires and other traumatic
events. They assist people who are moving in or out of their local area and provide
meals when a baby is born to or adopted by a church family. Lay Shepherds often
plan a fellowship event for their neighborhood group and recruit volunteers to help
host one church-wide event each year. A guiding principle of the Lay Shepherd
Ministry is that assistance is offered to people. People are free to accept or reject
that assistance and to indicate how the lay shepherd ministry can be most helpful.
If you have a need, please feel free to contact the pastoral staff or the lay shepherd
leader for your geographic neighborhood.

2017-2018 Lay Shepherds and Assistants

Belfast/Caneadea/Rushford: *Michael and Emily Spateholts; Italo & Cassandra Riquelme
• Campus Heights: *Dan & Kathy Moore; Jan Schilke
• Centerville Road: *Jessica Wartinger; Stacy Strickland
• Fancher Heights/Luckey/Meadow Lane: **Claire Bintz; **Kim Pool
• Fillmore/Nunda: *Connie Smith; Paulette Schierer
• Park/Forest: *Jane Buteyn; Julie Haingray
• Rt. 19: **Laura Sisson; **Elizabeth & Vali Ciobanu
• Seymour/Thayer: *Doug & Phyllis Gaerte; Kathie Brenneman
• Tucker Hill: *Jonathan & Kathie Hilsher; Andrea Boon
*Denotes Primary Lay Shepherd/**co-lay shepherds: should be contacted first when possible.
Lay Shepherd Coordinator: Denise Campbell (585)610-3098/567-4861.
•

Lay Shepherd Events for 2017-2018
•
•
•
•
•

Christmas Cookie Reception – December 17
Easter Breakfast – April 1
Vision meeting – May 20
Ice Cream Social – June 3
May/June Foster Parent Appreciation Dinner

