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Something Bigger Than Us

On Saturday, June 17, about 160 people from Wesleyan churches all over

western New York and northern PA gathered at Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church

All the beli to hold what we call District Conference. This is a term that has its roots in John
Ine believers Wesley’s organizational structure of the group called Methodists. As this 18"

century movement grew in England and America, Wesley quickly realized that

were one in heart these followers needed structure, so he created a system of organization.

and mind... He wanted to have a central voice for communicating the group’s doctrine and
Acts 4:32 expectations. He also wanted these people who had similar experiences,
ClS & concerns and needs to share with each other for the purpose of encouragement
and challenge. In addition, he realized the importance of creating a body of

followers who would recognize and affirm the gifts and graces for pastoral
ministry that some were sensing. Initially, all of the Methodist pastors and parish representatives met together
each year, but as the number grew, Wesley divided the General Conference into smaller District Conferences.
In one way or another, this is how all subsequent groups who claim Methodist roots operate, including The
Wesleyan Church.

Once every four years, representatives from all over North America gather for General Conference.
Every year, representatives from smaller districts gather for District Conference. The pastors of our church and
delegates elected by our church were in Buffalo for this gathering. Having attended more than 30 of these
conferences, I want to share some thoughts with you.

On the surface, it may seem that this gathering doesn’t have anything to do with us in Houghton. We
might have connections with the Wesleyan churches in Fillmore or Higgins or Cuba or Nunda, but not those in
Angola or Canaseraga or Buffalo. District Conference reminds me that we are all connected. At this gathering,
I heard about the joys and struggles of churches in other parts of western NY and as I do, I am reminded that
we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. Our church may be smaller or larger, older or newer, but we are all in
this together. I couldn’t help but think of Paul’s admonition to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with
those who weep (Romans 12:15). Remembering our connection to other churches causes us to be less self-
absorbed and to develop a spirit of compassion that looks more like Jesus.

In addition, being with people from all of these churches reminds us that the kingdom is bigger than us.
We are grateful for God’s presence with us and for what he is doing in us and among us and through us, but in
the midst of our life as a church, it is imperative to remember that God’s work is going on all over western NY
and beyond. God is not limited by what we accomplish. God is not confined to our way of doing things. Some
of the churches talk about worship styles that are very different from ours...and that’s okay. Some of the
churches talk about outreach programs that because of our setting we would find difficult to use here...and
that’s okay. It is healthy to recognize that God is so much bigger than anything we might do or accomplish in
our church. And that’s not just okay; it good, even very good.

Conference is not a time to compare; it’s a time to give thanks. It’s not a time to feel jealous that we
aren’t as “successful” as other churches seem to be. It’s not a time to lament but a time to see beyond
ourselves. If Jesus teaches us anything, it’s that the Gospel is always calling us to think and see beyond
ourselves and when we do, we discover more of God with us as well as with others.

Pastor \Wes



Finance Committee Report to the Congregation

In an effort to give a more complete picture regarding the church’s finances, we would like to provide a
monthly update on various aspects of the HWC budget.

Summary of fiscal year ended 5/31/17

Income and Expense Statement
For the Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 2017

 Designated Totalall |
General Fund Funds Funds
Budget Actual Variance Actual Actual
Revenue and transfers in
Contributions S 720,806 S 686,932 S (33,874) S 110,671 S 797,603
Other revenue S 2,300 S 1,747 S (553) S 21,270 § 23,017
Transfer in S - S - S - S 48,123 $ 48,123
Total revenue and transfers in S 723,106 S 688,679 S (34,427) S 180,063 S 868,742
Expenses and transfers out

Expenses S 669,984 S 649,484 S (20,500) S 162,826 S 812,310
Transfers out $ 53,122 § 48,123 $  (4,999) S - $ 48,123
Total expenses and transfers out S 723,106 S 697,607 S (25,499) S 162,826 S 860,432
Net surplus/(deficit) for the year ) - S (8,928) S (8,928) S 17,238 S 8,310
Beginning fund balance S 84,239 S 109,874 S 194,114
Ending fund balance S 75312 $ 127,112 § 202,424

For the fiscal year ended May 31, 2017, the General Fund deficit was $8,928. Giving to the General Fund
was $33,874 below the amounted budgeted and was the lowest since the 2006-2007 fiscal year. The deficit
in giving was partially offset by expenses coming in $20,500 below budget and by not utilizing the contin-
gency of $5,000 which was built into the budget. The contingency is usually transferred to the building fund
at the end of the year, but we were not able to do that this past year. The resulting deficit reduced the ac-
cumulated surplus from prior years to $75,312.

However, total contributions to the church, which includes giving to Designated Funds, were the second
highest they have been since fiscal year 2006-2007. As a result, the balances in Designated Funds grew by
$17,288 during the year.

Total fund balances increased by $8,310 to $202,424 and the balances in cash and bank accounts grew
during the year by $39,314 to $219,242.
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Comments on the ’17-18 budget

The approved church budget for the 2017-18 year includes an increase of 0.5% ($3,496) over the 2016-17
budget and a total increase of $37,923 over last year’s actual revenues. The Elders recommended this
budget to the congregation based on the work of the Finance Committee with input from the pastoral staff,
trustees, and ministry leaders.

The approved budget reflects a desire to provide adequate and necessary financial resources for staffing,
missions, ministries, physical plant, and office operations. In order to make this budget balance, we will
need to increase the overall contributions from the congregation. To that end, each church family should
prayerfully consider how they can share in the financial support of the Houghton Wesleyan Church. We
know that not everyone is in a position to increase their support to the church. However, those of us who
can, should celebrate the tremendous opportunity that we have to share God’s provisions as we seek to
love and serve Him. We have tried to provide a number of new options such as on-line giving and gift enve-
lopes to make it as easy and convenient as possible. It is only through the generous weekly tithes and offer-
ings that we are able to provide the various ministries of the church.

We are blessed as a church in so many ways. Even in difficult times, we have witnessed God’s faithfulness
and generosity. His generosity has enabled us to be generous which has allowed us to continue to be a
place that helps all of us to experience spiritual growth with each other and to share the love of Jesus with
others—Ilocally and globally. Thank you for prayerfully considering your role in helping our church faithfully
fulfill the call of the Gospel.

If you have any questions regarding the budget, please contact Troy Martin or David Mercer. If you would
like to see more detailed financial statements for this past year, please contact the church office.

The Lord works in mysterious ways, and once again I see Him at work in such an unexpected way in my life.
I am so very thankful to the Lord and our church staff and elders for the opportunity to serve as Children's
Ministry Director. It really feels like a homecoming after a long break from when I served as Outreach Pastor
several years ago. I am also blessed to be able to continue teaching two Bible classes at Houghton Academy.

I am also so very thankful for Emily Hoffman and the hard work, love and creativity she has put in over the
years in this position. I have some pretty big shoes to fill and I appreciate everyone's patience as I learn the
ropes! I am impressed with the number of volunteers we have that work in various capacities in our Children's
Ministries and hope for continued help with our programs. If you have ever thought you might like to help out
with any of our Children's Ministries, now would be a great time to join! One of my major responsibilities will
be to look at bringing back the weekday Children's program. If anyone has a desire to help make this happen,
please get in touch with me.

Thank you so much for welcoming me back to the church staff!

Pastor Laurie
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Join us on the Houghton College Quad on Wednesday
Nights at 6:30 for “Bikes on the Quad,” a time for family fel-
lowship while the kids ride the quad. (We are not limited to
bikes! Bring baseballs and gloves, soccer balls, Frisbees,
sidewalk chalk and dogs) We will meet every Wednesday
through August 23.

k ’ Applications are available for 2017-2018

Va I_I_ey PreSchool

Valley PreSchool has openings for three, four, and five-year-olds for this fall. We meet on Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday mornings from 9:00—11:45 and are in session from mid-September through mid-May.
Children have the opportunity to learn from and enjoy a variety of activities which exercise and improve
gross and fine motor skills, increase consideration for others, strengthen memory, observation, sequencing,
and pattern recognition, develop listening skills, express creativity, and more as they gain skills for continued
learning and preparation for future classroom settings. Applications are available on the parents’ bulletin
board on the lower level of the CE Building. Please call Casda Danner (567-4314) with questions.

When you are at garage sales and catching those summer
sales, don't forget about Operation Christmas Child!

New or gently used items only please. Here is a list of gift
suggestions to donate or use for your own shoeboxes:

© TOYS: Include items that children will immediately
embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light
up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc.

© SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators,
coloring and picture books, etc.

© NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc.

© ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batter-
ies), etc.

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures;

chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow

globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Page 4



Childcare during Worship

NURSERY: w
We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to two years of age. £
The nursery is located on the first floor of the Christian Education :
Building and is available during services.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:

Children ages 2-5 are dismissed during the song before the sermon for
Children's Church which meets in rooms 115 and 116 on the first floor
of the Christian Education Building.

JUNIOR CHURCH:
Junior Church is not meeting during the summer. See you September 3
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to the Mastin F amtly as they celebrate the adoption and dedlcatlon of Izabella Shea Mastin.
We are so happy to welcome Bella to our church family.

2nd Grade and 6th Grade Sunday
School Classes

Congratulations to the 2™ grade Sunday School class who recited the
books of the Bible in the 8:30 worship service on June 11th and to the 6
grade Catechism class who were honored on June 18th for learning ques-
tions and answers about what we believe and how we live.
o  Certificate of Participation: Levi Martino, Canaan Sullivan, Luke Colombo (These
R E C O GN IT l ON students for one reason or another did not complete all of the questions.)
e Certificate of Completion: Caleb Hilsher, Colyn Liddick, Joseph Derck, Emma

Beardsley, Sofia Riquelme, Claire Wilkins

(These students have completed all 125 questlons )
Thanks to teachers Karl and Jill Schmidt (2™ grade) and to Harold Blew,
Calvin and Paulette Schierer (6™ grade). And thanks to everyone who
teaches, helps, subs or anything else to allow us to operate Sunday School
so that our children, youth and adults may develop in our faith in Jesus.

Special thanks to Jess Wartinger and Jamie Potter, co-Sunday School
Superintendents for your leadership.
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While at Refresh, attendees have access to varlous campus
facilities, including the indoor swimming pool,

basketball, volleyball, racquetball, and tennis

courts, an indoor track and a work-out gym,

as well as the campus store, coffee shop
&mduhop.

There is complimentary WiFi
access throughout the campus,
and the campus center,
classrooms and chapel are
air conditioned.

1f you chaose to stay

rates, Meal tickets can
also be purchased for
Breakfast, Lunch and
Dinner. There is a wide
varlety of food chokces at
friendly opticns.
Additional facility detads

amenities) can be found at

g www.RefreshAtHoughton.com

Guest Speaker
Derek Vreeland

er

Derek Vreeland is the
Discipleship Pastor at Word
of Life Church In $t. loseph,
Missouri, where he s
known for his thoughtful,
humorous, and authentic teaching style. In
addition to teaching and leading discipleship
ministries at Word of Life Church, Derek enjoys
reading, writing, running, hiking, and spending
time with his family, He and his wife Jennl live
In St. Joseph with their three boys Wesley,
Taylor, and Dylan,

He is a graduate of Missouri Western State
University (B.A. English/Writing), Oral Roberts
University {M.Div.), and Asbury Theological
Seminary (D.Min), His first book, Shape
Shifters, comblnes h-s love for the doctrine of

';ond i»c mc'm:ms of God.
READ MORE OF DEREK'S 810 ON OUR WEBSITE

refresh

2017 Dates:
July 30—Aug 4th

Refresh is 2 week-long retreat

with a variety of activities. In the

morning there are programs for

children and teens, and several bible

studies or seminar classes for you to

choose from. In the afternoons, (in addition to

taking In local attractions, or just enjoying being
with your family and friends) there are many different
things you can participate in. Whether you come for
just a day, or stay the entire week, this is an event you
won’t want to miss!

Want to come but aren’t interested in lodging with us?
Register as a “day camper” and commute, or stay at
KOA Letchworth/Houghton campgrounds just 1 mile up
the road, or the Inn in Houghton Creek, located right
on campus (Contact them for reservations/pricing).

Follow us on Facebook for updates as we
start scheduling activities for the 2017 year.

Register online at
g www.RefreshAtHoughton.com
Questions? Contact Camp Director @
Matthew Rose at (716) 525-5316 or @

matt_hewd4@hotmail.com
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Women are twited to the
Gonenarions Tea fon Women
daning Refnest Camp.
Hagasr 1 from -4 f.m.
in the Commanity Foom
UWe actl bave mini-tedtimanded
of womes from mettcple ife
Aages dbaring what God i
ectlling them. to in their opecifie
dectovu of Cife.

\ No childcare is provided. /

American Red Cross

Gin “ﬂﬂ‘ Help save lives.

bbb o
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Blood Drive
Houghton Wesleyan Church

Community Room
9712 NY-19
Houghton, NY 14744

Friday, July 28, 2017
2:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Flease call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood org 1o
schedule an appointment

Stream line your donation experience and save to
15 minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

1-80G-RED CROSYS H00-733-2787 | redcrcastinod oy | Downioad the Blood Donar App

e e

WELLSPRING MINISTRIES: We are closed the week of July 4. Please keep praying for us as we hit the
busy summer months with lots of folks in and out, especially children. —Beth Beardsley for the Board.

Board of Elders

Committee Assignments
Youth: Dave Brubaker
Worship: Gudy Stevenson
Finance: Troy Martin

College: Jesse Fink
Children: Donnie Stockin

Missions: Don Little
Gift Committee: Matt Webb

The Elders meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.
Matt Webb was elected vice-chair for 2017-2018.

Nominating: Kathie Brenneman

Personnel: Larry Mullen and Matt Webb




The Library Corner

Reading is to the mind

what exercise is to the body.
Sir Richard Steele, 1672

New Resources Purchased for Children:
Corduroy’s Fourth of July by Don Freeman
Rufus and Ryan Say Their Prayers by Kathleen
Long Bostrom: “Rufus is Ryan's stuffed monkey and
he goes everywhere that Ryan goes---and learns im-

portant lessons about life and faith along with Ryan!”

Books Recently Donated for Adults:

Perilous Pursuits: Our Obsession with Significance and Self by Joseph M. Stowell

Fly a Little Higher by Laura Sobiech tells the story of her son Zach who died of Osteosarcoma, but not before
writing the number one song downloaded on Utube entitled: Clouds. Frederick: a Story of boundless Hope by
Ndabaramiye Frederick is the story of a young man who lost his hands in the Rwandan genocide in 1994
when he refused to murder other people. He encourages those with disabilities to realize they can live a life
of passion and service to Christ. John Townsend’s How to Be a Best Friend Forever tells about the five vital
ways to be a great friend. Well-Intentioned Dragons by Marshall Shelley and War in the Pews by Frank Mar-
tin deal with controversy and disagreements in a church. How to Live a Holy Life and Deepening Your minis-
try Through Prayer are collections of essays by famous authors. Other titles donated this past month to the
church library are: A Call to Excellence by Gary Inrig, Discover Your God-Given Gifts by Don Fortune, Spiritu-
al Leadership by J. Oswald Sanders, Developing the Leader Within You by John C. Maxwell, Be All You Can
Be! also by John C. Maxwell, Effective Bible Teaching by Jim Wilhoit, Jehovah Witnesses Answered by David
A. Reed, Knowing God’s Will by M. Blaine Smith, Seize the Day by H. C. Wilson, A Life That Really Matters
by Danny E. Morris. A Beginner’s Guide to Reading the Bible by Craig R. Koester, Counsel Yourself and Oth-
ers From the Bible by Bob Moorehead, and Harvest of Life by local farmer Harold C. Snyder who spent 40
years on a farm in Alfred, NY.

Recorded Books on CDs Donated for Adults:

The Ambition by Lee Strobel

God Will Use This for Good by Max Lucado

Kidnapped by the Taliban by Dilip Joseph, M.D. Dr. Joseph was kidnapped in 2012 and rescued after four
days by Navy seals, one of whom died in the attempt.

WEIRD: Because Normal Isn't Working by Craig Groeschel

Taking Back the Good Book by Woodrow Kroll

The Faith of Condoleezza Rice by Leslie Montgomery

Uncommon Marriage: Learning about Lasting Love and Overcoming Life's ObstaclesTogether by Tony and
Lauren Dungy

Rescuing Ambition by Dave Harvey

Peony: A Novel of China by Pearl Buck
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Is Hospitality Your Gift?

Be a welcoming and friendly face on Sunday mornings as people arrive for
the worship services. Greeters help prepare the hearts of members for

% worship as they welcome guests with a smile and warm handshake. If you
elecoe enjoy meeting new people and have a genuine desire to make them feel
y . (/‘ comfortable, this may be the ministry for you. Please call Janyce Smithley

plate or send to the church office. Janyce will be organizing a Greeter
Calendar for the school year.
Thank you.

The Greeter Ministry is looking for Greeters

Would you be willing to help with this ministry by giving a friendly handshake and warm smile to peo-
ple as they enter our worship services? If so, please print your name and contact info below and
check off which service you can help with and put in the offering plate or send to the church office.
We welcome college, academy and high school student involvement. Thank you for considering be-
coming part of this ministry of the Houghton Wesleyan Church!

C‘/' . at 585-307-0228. You may also fill-out the form below to put in the offering
C ol
4

Your name

Your phone/email

Address/CPO

Service you prefer to be a greeter: 8:20 9:40 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School Picnic:

Thanks to Jess Wartinger and Jamie Potter and all who helped make this a successful time of food, fellowship
and recognition.

MISSION NEWS:

Faith Promise — Thanks to all who have taken a step of faith and recently declared willingness to pass along
God’s blessings over the next year to the tune of $35,000. Now we trust and wait on God to provide.

Praise God - Houghton Wesleyan Church was recognized at the recent WNY District Conference for gener-
ous giving to mission and outreach beyond our doors. To God be the glory!

“Missionary Mailbag” - Have you discovered the monthly compilation of the latest news from our global
workers to inform our prayers — Missionary Mailbag? For security reasons this resource is only available in
printed version (in the C.E. building foyer) or delivered by email on special request. Sign up to receive via
email Mission Mailbag each month.

Email request to pattystalker@hwchurch.org or paulshea@hwchurch.org.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP:

Thanks to all Adult Sunday School teachers and Small Group hosts and leaders for their faithful service this
last church year. BE ALERT for announcements and plans for adult discipleship in the Fall. One aim is to
welcome new folks into Small Group fellowships as we purposefully aim to grow in Christ. “We pray this in
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in the knowledge of God...” (Col. 1:10)
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Beulah Avery B241
P.O. Box 350
Gerry NY 14740
716-338-0856

Hudson & Lucy Hess

104 Dean St.

Lynchburg VA 24502-2412
585-307-0247

Fred Shannon

Emeritus at Maplewood
1000 Maplewood Dr. Apt. 1305 (new apartment)
Bridgeport WV 26330-9118

f shannon@hotmail.com

Free kittens ready July 1st

gng& Rachel le;ight call Ray and Wendy Ott
OWErwoo T.
wckasha OK 73018 / 716-353-6100
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Looking for help with mowing and yard work this year? Please call Christopher Danner at 585-
520-2095. | am available for regular, weekly jobs or occasional work for special projects.
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The Town Theatre of Short Tract presents

Beauty and the Beast

The Broadway Musical
July 6 & 7 ...7:00 p.m.

July 8 ... 2:00 p.m.

at the Fillmore Central School Auditorium
Watch for further details!
Contact Amanda Cox with any questions
(amandacox@hwchurch.org)
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Genesee Rapids Baseball Camp
Week 1. Tuesday July 10 - Thursday July 13 or
Week 2. Tuesday July 17 - Thursday July 20
8:30 a.m. —11:30 a.m.
Ages 6-18
$60 per week.
Receive instruction, T shirt, and snacks
Registration at geneseerapidsbaseball.com
or email GeneseeRapidsBaseball@gmail.com
or call 716-969-0688

9746 Route 19 in Houghton NY
(585) 207-5053
Homemade Ice Cream

Summer Hours:
Daily, 2:00 to 9:00 p.m.
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Felping Fancs
Christian Alllance

Hours: Friday 3-6pm / Saturday 10am-2pm
Still dog sitting, elder sitting, house sitting

and house cleaning.
call for suggested donations

Thank you again for your patron.age.
(716) 801-2077

HOUSE PAINTING
AND
POWER WASHING

If you are interested in

Please call in advance and

having your house painted,
house power-washed or deck stained, contact
Phil Merrill at (585) 610-8882

[
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ﬁ[ac/ezf.gal Stsan
5H854966-3377

no tonger opens daily for walk-in business
, privale evenls and celebrations

22 W Main S, dngdwav.

We atso cater / anu’ﬁop gatherings. tuncheons.
and, businesy funclions at your location.
Wed love to help with your next apecial occasion!
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SUMMER SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND FAITH

SEALLP. e X B - 20/

*Thursday, June 29, 8:30pm

Guest Artist Recital - Anne Martindale Williams

"Saturday, July 1, 3pm
p : ChamberFest Student Recital
Principal Cellist, Pittsburgh Symphony

‘Thursday, July 6, 8:30pm ‘Saturday, July 8, 3pm

Faculty Recital Saturday Serenade

“"Saturday, July 15, 10am 'Saturday, July 15, 3pm

Student Recital Saturday Serenade

‘Thursday, July 20, 8:30pm 'Saturday, July 22, 3pm

Faculty Recital Saturday Serenade

"Friday, July 28, 4pm  "*Saturday, July 29, 10am 'Saturday, July 29, 3pm

Student Composition Recital Student Recital Saturday Serenade

HOUGHTON COLLEGE, 1 WILLARD AVENUE, HOUGHTON, NY

t Wesley Chapel * Recital Hall, Center for the Arts ** Recital Hall and Instrumental Rehearsal Hall, Center for the Arts

csehy.org

Sundays in July CHURCH STAFF

July 2
10:00 am

July 9
10:00 am

July 16
10:00 am

July 23
10:00 am

July 30
10:00 am

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
L 567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
Dr. Benjamin Hegeman
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org
Pastor Jon Cole
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
. 567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
Dr. Michael Jordan
Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
The Kingdom Is Upside Down (Luke 18:9-17)
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org
Dr. Sarah Derck
Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Director
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org

% 9//%3\'}? I\QKé @QNQTRE‘," Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & I1-5 PM,
\ , M4 S9N Y 567-2264 office@hwchurch.org
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