
We Pray Because of  Who God Is 
So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”  

(Luke 11:13) 
 

C. S. Lewis once said, “There are three images in my mind which I must continually forsake and replace by better 

ones: the false image of God, the false image of my neighbours, and the false image of myself.” The more I study 

scripture and think about life, the more convinced I am that my image of my neighbors and my image of myself are 

rooted in my image of God. The more I study the Minor Prophets, the more convinced I am that the unifying purpose of 

these twelve prophecies is to help us understand the nature of God in all of its multifaceted characteristics. 

We have taken this idea of the multifaceted nature of God and made it a focal point of this year’s prayer room and 

prayer vigil. Our theme for the vigil is I have loved you … Seek me and live reminds us that all of the characteristics of 

God are branches of his love. It’s out of his love that God pursues us. It’s out of his love that God calls us to lament our 

sin and receive his restoring grace. It’s out of his love that he addresses injustice and calls us to do the same. It’s out of 

his love that we are confident to celebrate how he feels about people who are struggling to accept him. It’s out of his 

love that we have hope in his strategy for overcoming evil and its destructive consequences. I believe that our seeking of 

God leads us to experience his plans of flourishing for us. This is why we are coming to pray. 

From Sunday, October 29, 5:00 pm to November 19, 5:00 pm you are invited to 

participate in a 24/7 prayer experience. For 21 days, 24 hours a day, we pray because 

Jesus prays and because we are convinced that prayer is one of the most significant 

ways in which we open our lives to the freedom God desires for his creation. We 

never know how God is going to speak to us, challenge us, and encourage us as we 

pray, but we keep coming to pray because we believe in him. 

So often we view prayer as a ritual or even a discipline. It is this, but it is so much 

more. Prayer is an act of hope that God cares about what we care about and that God 

does more than we might ever dream or imagine. The varying images and activities in 

the prayer room remind us that there are many ways to pray and that through all of 

them and through the creativity of prayer that is bigger, wider and deeper than we tend 

to think, God speaks his truth and grace into our lives. Prayer is an opportunity to wrestle with God, to risk with God, to 

rest with God, to offer anything and everything to God as an act of love and trust, of joy and peace. 

As in previous years, you are invited to reserve times in the prayer room to come and pray—by yourself or with 

others. You can reserve one or more hours on our website (www.hwchurch.org) which has undergone a facelift with a 

more user-friendly reservation calendar. Because there are so many potential things about which to pray, we are 

encouraging you to come more than once. You will give God space to encourage you and to challenge you at the place of 

your greatest need. 

The prayer vigil launched with a brief gathering of worship, prayer and candles on October 29, 4:30pm in the 

sanctuary. A celebration gathering will be held at 5:00 pm on November 19 to rejoice in what God has done for us, to 

give thanks, and to tell some of the stories from our weeks of prayer. 

If you have participated in the past or if this is your first exposure to our prayer experience, feel free to explore the 

prayer room even before we officially start. The prayer room is located beneath sanctuary in the northwest corner. Signs 

are posted throughout the church. 

I am excited to see and hear what God is going to do as we join together to seek God and live. 
 

Expectantly, 

     Pastor Wes 
 

P.S. The next page contains more information about the Prayer Vigil and the ways in which you can participate. If you 

have questions or comments about the Prayer Vigil the pastors are excited to talk with you.  
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PRAYER VIGIL INFORMATION 
The 504 hours of time is divided into one-hour time slots. You can sign up for an hour or more by visiting the church 

website (www.hwchurch.org) or by contacting the church office. Feel free to sign up for as many hours as you want. Feel 

to come alone, with someone else, or as a group. The rooms will potentially hold about 30 people.  

Prayer guides on various themes are available. You may wonder how you could ever fill an hour in prayer; most peo-

ple acknowledge that the time moves much too quickly. 

We also want to encourage you to consider the late night hours. We have security people in place from midnight to 

4:00am. Many people comment that though these hours may mean fighting drowsiness, they are some of the most quiet 

and peaceful times. People who come at these times, often report a special sense of God’s presence as they experience, 

perhaps for the first time all day or even all week, an opportunity to listen to God without interruptions, noise, distrac-

tions or other obligations. 

During the vigil, we would love for you to post your stories on the website or our prayer Facebook page. 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this prayer experience. Thank you for your prayers in anticipation. 

Thank you for committing yourself to be part of the growing number of people here whose lives are embraced and envel-

oped in prayer. 

To hear some stories about past prayer vigils and stories about prayer, go to www.hwchurch.org/ or Facebook page. 
 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS: Please remember that you need to turn 

back your clocks one hour on Saturday night, November 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: On Sunday, November 5 

we will join with churches across the globe in praying for our brothers and sisters who face persecution be-

cause of their faith in Jesus Christ. The website: www.persecutedchurch.org contains more information con-

cerning this vital ministry of prayer. 

 

FAITH PROMISE UPDATE -  We are 47% of the way through the 

fiscal year (ending in May), but Faith Promise receipts are so far at 27% 

($9,000 received out of needed $33,000).  We must seek God to supply 

“above-and-beyond” resources to support our six Wesleyan missionary 

families.   

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 2017 
 Each Christmas our church receives an offering during the Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Services (and through the office) for special missions projects.  As we continue to 

note the needs in Puerto Rico following hurricane Maria, HWC has designated the 

Christmas Offering for Puerto Rico relief and rebuilding.  We will be sending 

funds through Wesleyan Church and World Hope channels with portions helping to 

rebuild Wesleyan Academy, a K-12 school the Houghton community as been con-

nected with for decades.   

SMALL GROUPS –  
The week of November 26 our Small Groups will conclude.  Thanks to all our Small Group hosts and leaders 

and for all who have joined in to study and fellowship together.  

http://www.hwchurch.org
http://www.hwchurch.org/
http://www.persecutedchurch.org
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Thanksgiving – a time for counting our blessings and thanking God for grace, gifts, and goodness. Everything 

we have and everything we are is a gift from God – all underserved and because of God’s grace. When we rec-

ognize and accept God’s grace we overflow with joy and gratitude which leads to generosity. God tells us in 

his word, he loves a cheerful giver; one that doesn’t give out of fear or obligation, but rather from a grateful 

heart (2 Cor 9:7). We are free to give because our Heavenly Father freely gives. “And God will generously 

provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with oth-

ers” (2 Cor 9:8). We can never out-give God! 

Our condolences to the family of Dan Woolsey who died October 21. 

Our prayers and support go out to Kathie (wife), Jessie and Kaitlyn 

(children) and their families, Warren and Ella (parents), and siblings 

(Stephen and Linda, Matthew and Barbara and Ruth and Steve) and 

their families. 

 

  A big THANK YOU to all who came to Kid's Club on Wednesday    

 night, 10/18 to help with our pillow craft~ your help is greatly  

 appreciated!!!  Pastor Laurie 
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Wesleyan Kids For Missions meets November 19. We are looking forward to seeing all of the 
first through fifth graders at WKFM during the Sunday School hour (9:40-10:40 A.M.). W.K.F.M. 
meets the third Sunday of each month during the school year. 

Family Harvest Extravaganza 
A special thank you to Rachel Blew and to all who were involved in   making the 4th Annual Extrava-
ganza such a huge success.  What a great afternoon for all who attended.  Thank you to Rachel and 
the   many others for all you did to make the Extravaganza so much fun    once again this year. 

The Bible Verse for November  is Psalm 46:1 (CSB) 
God is our refuge and strength, a helper who is always found in times of trouble. 

 

 

 

 

KID’S CLUB  

ANNOUNCEMENT! 
 

November 8th is our OCC Packing party! 

Our usual Kid's Club event will not take 

place.  Instead, we will be joining the church 

for a family event! Kids, bring your families 

on that Wednesday night with some toys for 

the shoeboxes and a healthy snack to share 

with everyone!  

THURSDAY PLAYGROUP  
meets Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 in the Community Room/ Gym. All moms, dads, caregivers and kids are 

welcomed! 



Page 6 

November 9 – Our Thanksgiving Luncheon is  

  served at 11:45 

The Black-Eyed Susan will be catering our meal, 

Traditional Thanksgiving Turkey with Trimmings! 

 Please call Ken Gaerte (610-9402) to R.S.V.P. by 

November 2. 

 

Our Program begins at 12:45 p.m. 

Rev. Calvin Fairbanks—His Story 

 Presented by Bill Heaney, retired teacher 

 Enjoy a look back on the life and contributions 

of  a historic, Rushford area native  from the 19th 

century. 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Winter wear of all types, sizes is now welcome. 

Our Christmas Room opens just before Thanksgiving, and  

we need some gifts for 12-18 yr. boys, especially. 

Thank you for all the summer support.  Items can still be placed 

on the Beardsley porch any Monday or Tuesday.   

 

Beth Beardsley for the Board 

                                                                                                          Last year’s Christmas room 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to keep up with news from missionaries and missions supported by or connected 

to HWC? We have a monthly compilation of news and prayer requests called the    

Missionary Mailbag.  

You can find a copy in the sanctuary foyer, or to get these monthly updates by email, 

contact Elizabeth Ciobanu at valiandelizabeth@gmail.com. 

                                                                                           

mailto:valiandelizabeth@gmail.com


The Library  

Corner   

The world will never starve for want of wonders,  
 but for want of wonder. 

G.K. Chesterton 
 

       If you knew Bonnie Szymanski (in whose honor the children’s library is named) you probably were aware 
she loved fantastic literature. Recently Bonnie’s parents donated many of her favorite fantasy novels to the 
library. Here are a few titles by Christian author and father of seven, Bryan Davis that were given: Dragons In 
Our Midst series: Raising Dragons, The Candlestone, Circles of Seven, Tears of a Dragon, Oracles Of 
Fire series: Eye of the Oracle (prequel to the Dragons in our Midst), Enoch's Ghost (sequel to the Dragons in 
our Midst series) Last of the Nephilim, The Bones of Makaidos, Children of the Bard series: (sequel to the 
Dragons in our Midst and Oracles of Fire) Song of the Ovulum, and From the Mouth of Elijah The last two 
books in this series were published after Bonnie’s death and were also donated: The Seventh Door, and 
Omega Dragon. Three adult titles by this same author were also given from the Tales of Starlight series (a 
companion series to Dragons of Starlight): Masters and Slayers, Third Starlighter, and Exodus Rising. 
       Some other junior fiction titles added to the library this past month were Song of Laughter by Laurie Snel-
ling, The Door Within by Wayne T. Batson, and five new Hamster Humphrey titles: Friendship According to 
Humphrey, School Days According to Humphrey, Winter According to Humphrey, Mysteries According to 
Humphrey, Trouble According to Humphrey, and Surprises According to Humphrey; all these were written by 
Betty G. Birney. Dawn Watson’s book Pulling Together was also donated, as well as A Question of Yams by 
Gloria Repp, a missionary tale from Africa based on a true story. A book in the junior biography section was 
given as well: Who Was George Washington Carver? by Jim Gigliotti. 
    For children the books How Big is Love by Amy Parker (based on 1 Corinthians 13), God Gave Us Sleep 
and God Gave Us Angels by Lisa Tawn Bergren were donated.  
       Adult LARGE PRINT fiction gifts include three books by Shelley Shepard Gray, The Loyal Heart (Lone 
Star Hero series), Secret of Sloane House (Chicago World Fair Mystery; bk. 1), and Deception on Sable Hill 
(Chicago World’s Fair Mystery; bk. 2). The Healer’s Touch by Lori Copeland was donated as was book one in 
the Amish Vines and Orchards series, A Season of Tending by Cindy Woodsmall. Truth Stained Lies by Terri 
Blackstock in the Moonlighter series, The Daughter of Highland Hall by Carrie Turansky (Edwardian Brides; 
bk2), Tiffany Girl by Deeanne Gist, Melody for James by Hallee Brugaman (Song of Suspense series), The 
Half-Stitched Amish Quilting Club and The Tattered quilt by Wanda Brunstetter were also given.  
      Regular print adult fiction and nonfiction titles added include: The Gift of Heaven by Charles Stanley, Sa-
cred Parenting by Gary Thomas, In the Shadow of Denali by Tracie Peterson (The Heart of Alaska series; 
bk.1), Called For Life by Kent and Amber Brantly (the Ebola crisis doctor airlifted to the States), Every Child, 
Every Nation, Every Day by Robert J. Morgan (Child Evangelism Fellowship), I Could, I Might, I Can, I 
Should, I Will by Thom S. Rainer, Don’t Sing Songs To a Heavy Heart by Kenneth C. Haugk (how best to re-
late to the suffering), and the book, and movie based on the book, The Color of Rain by Michael and Gina 
Spehn (faith, hope and love in the midst of tragedy).  
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Thank you from  Emelissa 

I grew up in the coastal town of La Ceiba, Honduras, where 
Hurricane Mitch hit late in 1998. I remember my mom woke me 
before the sun was up and said we had to flee to a friend’s 
house in the mountains or we would die. When we got there, 
we shared a small house with five other families. I grew very 
sick with respiratory problems during that time. Eventually, 
bridges were reconstructed so we could go back to our house 
in La Ceiba. It was damaged, but many other people lost their 
homes. 
 

In 1999, my dad, who was a local church leader, traveled a lot to deliver Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes. 
 The church I attended hosted a huge event to celebrate Children’s Day, a holiday set toward the 

end of summer. It was every kid’s dream of a party with piñatas, cake, and clowns. Just before it 
ended, they lined us up and gave each of us a box. Everybody wondered, What is it? Then, eve-
ryone got quiet before they counted to three. We all opened our shoeboxes, and there was so 
much excitement. I remember being so happy. 

 My box had a letter and a picture from a girl named Olivia who lived in Minnesota. It was so en-
couraging to see someone young care for others that she didn’t even know.  

 I saved up enough money so I could mail her a letter about who I was and how much I loved the 
gift and letter. We ended up writing back and forth. My sister wrote to her as well.  The letter and 
picture were something very special because they gave me a glimpse into the person behind the 
shoebox. I will forever be thankful to Olivia for the gift and the happiness and joy it brought to me. 
I also got a pink telephone-shaped notebook. My parents worked really hard so I could go to a 
private school to learn English, but that meant they hardly had money to buy my school supplies 
every year. I remember all my friends had nice pencils and notebooks, but I just had the boring 
stuff because that’s all my parents could afford. As a kid, I wanted what my friends had. The tele-
phone notebook was my first real notebook and from that time on, I started journaling. 

 

As my dad continued to deliver the shoeboxes, he took me with him to distribute them in the slums. 
He also took them to the children of policemen and firefighters who lived in poor conditions, and 
used donkeys to get the shoeboxes to a mountain village. Operation Christmas Child had a big influ-
ence in my life because I heard my dad share the Gospel with people. I didn’t accept the Lord, 
though, until I was 14. So from 6 to 14, I was really hopeless and contemplated suicide. In my mind I 
had nothing, even though I had a really great family. One night I thought, This is it. I’m going to take 
my life. But something started tugging at my heart, telling me to turn to my Bible. It opened to John 
3:16. 
I remembered how my dad shared the Gospel when he delivered shoeboxes. First, he explained the 
meaning of a gift, since many of the children had never received one before. Then, he shared that 
Jesus is the Greatest Gift and pointed to John 3:16. He encouraged the children to take away the 
word “world” and put in their name instead. So, in my distress I said aloud, “For God so loved 
Emelissa that He sent His one and only Son, that if Emelissa believes in Him she will not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

“For God so loved Emelissa that He sent His one and only Son.” 
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THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE NOVEMBER 19 
 
On Sunday, November 19, we will collect food for the Food Pantry at all three services. 

While we accept food donations of all kinds, due to space limitations and to help us run 

the pantry more efficiently, please limit your donations to the items on the following list 

when shopping.   

  -Pasta    -Spaghetti sauce*  -Macaroni & cheese 

-Canned tuna    -Canned chicken   -Ramen noodles 

-Baked beans    -Canned chili   -Canned beef stew 

-Soup          -Boxed rice   -Boxed oatmeal packets 

-Canned fruit*    -Canned vegetables  -Peanut butter* 

-Cereal    -Jelly or jam*   -Jarred applesauce 

-Syrup*    -Granola bars   -Boxed pancake mix 

-Canned pasta (Spaghettios, Ravioli)    -Boxed potato mixes 

-Helpers (Hamburger, Tuna, Chicken)   -Fruit juices/juice boxes 

-Snacks (cookies, crackers, jello, pudding, fruit snacks) 
 

*An item with an asterisks donates a traditionally high need item. 
**Due to health and safety concerns, we do not accept opened items or home-baked goods. 
***We can also use your recycled plastic shopping bags if you would like to donate them. 
 

NOTE: Monetary Donations (checks to Houghton Wesleyan Church with “FOOD PANTRY” on the 

Memo Line) provide fresh fruits and vegetables, bread, eggs, cheese, and milk, as well as emer-

gency groceries for families in our community. The Food Pantry has a refrigerator and a freezer to 

store items. NOTE: Perishable Pantry Donations may be brought to the church office throughout the 

year. Thank you for your continued donations!  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your prayers and expressions of love, encouragement and sympathy shown 

to us during Dad (Adrian) Buteyn's illness and death. His loss is deep for our family but 

we praise God he is in Heaven with his Lord and Saviour. 

     In Christ's Love,  

     Dave and Jane Buteyn and family 
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The 13
th

 annual Counselors’ Classic Basketball Tournament  
will be held on Wednesday & Thursday,,  

December 27-28 at  the Nielsen Center on the     

Houghton College campus. 

The tournament will feature varsity teams from 

Bolivar-Richburg Central School 

Cuba-Rushford Central School 

Fillmore Central School 

Genesee valley Central School 

Whitesville Central School 

 

Game times both days are 2:45; 4:30; 6:30 and 8:00. 

 

 

The tournament supports the scholarship fund of the Allegany County Counselors Association. 

 

Contact Bruce Campbell for additional information.  
 

 

NOTE: ABSOLUT will be open for Trick or Treaters on Halloween night from 6:00-8:00. 

The residents love to see the little ones.  

Chris & Kori Cahill 

159 Wishing View Dr. Apt. D 

Webster NY 14580 

 

Mary Carey 

650 Queen St. 

Olean NY 14760 

 

Harold & Mary Kingdon 

771 Forester Ct. 

High Point NC 27265 

 

Ron & Gail Trail 

8113 Higgins Rd. 

Fillmore NY 14735 

Houghton Academy is selling  
poinsettias again this year.  
A significant portion of the proceeds will go to Wesleyan 
Academy in Puerto Rico as they recover from Hurricane 
Maria and another local ministry, TBD.  
Pick-up will be at Houghton Academy on December 8 from 
2pm-6pm. To purchase, see any Houghton Academy student 
or call the school at 567-8115.  
 
POT SIZE Available Colors    Price 
4.5” Red, White, Pink Jingle Bells (red w/white flecks) $ 5 
6.5” Red, White, Pink Jingle Bells (red w/white flecks) $ 9 
7.5” Red or White      $13 
6.5” Christmas Cactus     $ 9 
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Christmas 

Prism 2017 

 

 

 

 

Houghton College is proud and excited to present Christmas Prism 2017. We will 

gather to celebrate and to meditate upon the coming of Jesus Christ into our world - 

the One who heals us, who redeems us, and who calls us to live lives of reconciliation 

and restoration. After centuries of waiting for the Desire of Nations to come, at just 

the right time, when we were still powerless, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live 

incarnate for us, to die on a cross for us, and to be raised again in triumph. We join in 

that sense of anticipation and waiting this Advent season - both for his first coming at 

Christmas time, and ultimately for his second coming, when all will be made new. O 

come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Featuring over 200 performers, our program will include both vocal and instrumental 

music as well as visual art, spoken word and scripture. In an evening full of mystery 

and wonder, we will come together as God's family - as Christ's body, the 

Church. Through traditional Christmas carols, classically inspired pieces and modern 

worship songs, we will declare together, "Come, Desire of Nations!” 

 

2017 Concerts—Houghton 

Friday, December 1   Saturday, December 2 
Concert 8:00 p.m.      Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

       Concert 8:00 p.m.  

Ticket Pricing  

Concert only: 
$10 - Adults, 13 and over / $5 - Children, age 12 and under  / $5 - Senior Citizens, 

age 65 and older 

 

Dinner and concert: $30 - Dinner and Concert  PLEASE NOTE: This dinner is a 

special catered event specifically for Prism guests; the cost is not covered by student 

meal plans. 



Wes Oden, Senior Pastor  

567-2024  wesoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  

307-9950   joncole@hwchurch.org  
 

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor  

567-2024  cindyoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor  

567-4597  paulshea@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director  

567-4870   amandacox@hwchurch.org  
 

Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Director  

567-8302  lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org 

 

Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,  

567-2264   office@hwchurch.org 

November 5 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00) 
a.m. The God Who Has Glorious Plans for Us (Zephaniah) 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

November 12 (8:20, 9:40 11:00) 
a.m. The God Who Speaks to Us (Haggai) 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

November 19 (8:20, 9:40 11:00, 5:00 pm) 
a.m. The God Who Is Recruiting Agents (Zechariah) 
p.m. Prayer Vigil Conclusion 
 

November 26 (8:20, 9:40 11:00, 5:00 pm) 
a.m. The God Who Is Worthy of Worship (Malachi) 
p.m. No Activities 

24/7Community Prayer Vigil 

Launches October 29 4:30 pm 

 in the sanctuary 

Concludes with Celebration 

 Gathering  November 

 19 at 5:00 pm 

Sign up for an hour online at 

hwchurch.org/prayer-room/   

or call the office (567-2264). 

Get Well Cards may be sent to 
Louise Mawhorter 
21161 Almar Dr. 
Cleveland OH 44122 

The Prayer Room is actually three rooms; children of all ages enjoy the creativity room. 

mailto:woden@hwchurch.org
mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
mailto:coden@hwchurch.org
mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office
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