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And I will reaffirm my covenant with you,  
and you will know that I am the Lord. 

Ezekiel 16:62, NLT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It doesn’t take long to understand that when something is repeated numerous times, it’s probably impor-

tant. We learn this as children. We teach it as parents. What’s the best way to get an important message across 

to someone who might otherwise miss it? Repeat it. And continue repeating it. 
 

Biblical writers understand this teaching tool as well. When they have an important word to share, they 

mention it numerous times. This is certainly true of Ezekiel. When you read through his prophecy, you keep 

coming across the phrase: then you will know that I am God or then you will know that I am the Lord. This 

phrase is used about 80 times in scripture. 59 are in Ezekiel. 
 

Ezekiel, quoting God, declares that people will know that he is Lord when he punishes them and when he 

blesses them, when life is prosperous and when they are at the end of their rope. In each and every case, what 

happens is intended to help them know who God is. 
 

We tend to understand knowing as mental assent. We know the Periodic Table of the Elements. We know 

how to multiply 12 x 12. We know the capitals of every US state. We know something about the major relig-

ions of the world. The Hebrew word translated know, however, tends to imply experience. This is why the 

King James Version of the Bible says that Adam knew Eve and she became great with child. So, to know that 

he is God is to experience God, to have relationship with God, to trust God, to believe that God is who he says 

he is. It is to understand the nature of God with our minds so that we trust and believe with our lives. 
 

This is one of the key themes, if not the key theme of the Minor Prophets (Hosea – Malachi). These twelve 

prophets were added to the canon of scripture not as twelve individual entries, but as one whole book. Many 

scholars are coming to see that even though the twelve prophets talk to different groups of people in different 

ways, centrally, they are attempting to communicate the nature and character of God. Like turning a diamond 

in our hand, each prophet’s intent is to help us see and embrace the various facets of who God is. 
 

But their intent is not information; it is transformation. They remind us of who God is because until we be-

lieve that God is who he says he is—that he is the very nature of Jesus—we will find it difficult, if not impos-

sible, to trust him. And if we do not trust him, we will never know the joy, peace and hope that is life in him, 

which is God’s reason for creating us and his reason for everything he does for us. 
 

In Christ, 

   Pastor Wes 
 

Read Pastor Wes’ blog on the church website (www.hwchurch.org). A new blog about issues related to life, 

the church, and the world is posted every Wednesday/Thursday. 

http://www.hwchurch.org
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JUNIOR CHURCH 
Junior Church will be collecting coins for World Hope's 5 and 2 Challenge this month. 
The program is designed to help students who are in the World Hope sponsorship 
program but have not yet been sponsored and need funds to pay for school this 
year. Please consider giving your spare change to the Junior Church kids throughout 
the semester. Thank you!  Junior Church will not meet on October 1, which is 
Communion Sunday. 
 

 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KIDS’ CLUBS 
Our New Wednesday Night Kid's Club will begin on October 4th from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm for children 
1st  through 6th grade. Younger children of our volunteers have programming available with Donna Blew.   
 

The fall program will be based on Jesus' parables.  Here is what the schedule will look like:  We will have an 
opening session for all of the kids together  led by the Gaertes and then break up into age groups to go 
through 3 stations:  Bible Lesson, Crafts and Game Time.    
 

We have first and second grades being led by our group leader, Beth Beardsley.  Diane Emmons will lead our 
third and forth grade group and Kurt Habecker will lead the fifth and sixth grade group.  Sarah Gurley is our 
leader for the Bible Lesson time The Mullen Family for our game time and Jenny Johnson will be the craft 
station leader  
 

If you would be interested in helping lead a group through the stations (no prep time!) or would like to do a 
craft project with the kids, please contact our directors, Kristen Sanasith or Jessica Romance.  
 

We also will have a sign up for parents who wish to help out once a month in one of the stations. We are 
planning to have pizza for our volunteers, so you won't have to worry about dinner! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Laurie, Kristen or Jessica.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 17:6  (CSB)     

I call on you, God, 

because you will answer me; 

listen closely to me; hear what I say. 

 

 Congratulations 
 

 Luke and Hannah Ogden at the birth of  Brooks Daniel on September 15 

 Bill John and Julia Newbrough at the birth of Daria Louise on September 21 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES * CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  
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The Library Corner   

When you are not out enjoying the beauties of autumn, please stop by the church library and investigate the 
many items purchased or donated this past summer.  
 

Books for Children 
Several series were added: “I Spy” by Jean Marzollo, I Spy. . .  a Penguin, a Scary Monster, and a Balloon, 
“Little Critters”, by Mercer Meyer, When I Get Bigger, Just Grandpa and Me, Happy Easter Little Critters, and 
Just a Neighbor, “Fancy Nancy”  by Jane O’Connor, Fancy Nancy Splendiferous Xmas,  and Fancy Nancy 
Sees Stars, and Margaret Rey’s “Curious George”, Curious George and the Dinosaur, and Curious George 
and the Puppies.  Other books for children include: The Story of Mr. Pippin (a true tale about a pet raccoon) 
by Johannah Bluedorn, Alice the Fairy by David Shannon, Wake Up, Groundhog! by Susanna Hill, The Great 
Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Steven, and Laura Numeroff’s If You Take a Mouse to the Movies.  The World Accord-
ing to Humphrey by Betty Birney begins a series about a little hamster, and Window on the World (a junior 
level book about prayer and missions) by Daphne Spraggett, 
 

For Adults 
There is one new audio book on CDs, Learning, by Karen Kingsbury in her fiction series Bailey Flanigan.  An 
autobiography by Houghton’s local physician and retired missionary Dr. Gustave Prinsell is now in the library 
entitled Papa Bear. Other non-fiction titles for adults include: Chicken Soup for the Mother’s Soul by Jack 
Canfield, Dear Lord They Want Me to Give the Devotion Again, by John D. Schroeder, Plant a Geranium in 
Your Cranium by Barbara Johnson, Masonry by William Schnoebelen, and The New Health Rules by Frank 
Lipman. Parents might be interested in two books located in the 600s section: Before I Was Born by Carolyn 
Nystrom, and The Story of Me by Stuart Jones (illustrated books explaining conception and birth). Fiction 
books added were: Christmas at Harrington’s by Melody Carlson, and An Amish Christmas by Cynthia Keller. 
LARGE PRINT adult fiction books donated were Miracles by Terri Blackstock and When Mercy Rains by Kim 
Vogel Sawyer. 
      
Not only the colors of the leaves will be changing this fall. As mentioned in the September Highlights article, 
there are plans to expand the Bonnie Szymanski Children’s Library. A large donation of Bonnie’s fantasy  
novels for junior readers is being processed to be added to the collection in the next weeks, and Harold and 
Donna Blew are assuming leadership of the library committee.  

District Ordination Service at the South Creek Wesleyan Church 
The Western New York District Ordination Service and Service Recognition will be held, Sunday, 
October 8 at 6:00 pm at the South Creek Wesleyan Church,  2063 South Creek Road, Eden, NY. 

There is something in October  

sets the gypsy blood astir. 

We must rise and follow her, 

When from every hill of flame 

She calls and calls each vagabond by name. 

Bliss Carman ‘A Vagabond Song’ 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES 
Our church and students of Houghton College will participate in Operation Christmas Child from October 8-

November 12 and we are looking for your support of this ministry. We encourage you to pack a shoebox or 

two with items such as school supplies, toys, clothes, or hygiene items. We have brochures on the OCC table 

in the CE foyer that will help you to pack your boxes. Foldable cardboard boxes are available to you or you 

may use your own shoebox.  

We are also looking for people willing to donate items for our packing party that will take place on Wednes-

day, November 8. We are looking for school supplies, toys, hard candy, flashlights, socks, toothbrushes, wash-

cloths, or other items that could go into these boxes, as well as any homemade specialty items such as wooden 

toys, hats, bandanas, headbands, scarves, jewelry, small fleece blankets, socks, girls' sundresses, or drawstring 

bags. Please no toothpaste as Samaritan's Purse has asked that no liquid or gel items be included in the boxes. 

These items can be placed in the red collection boxes in the church and CE foyers before November 8th.   

Another way to participate is to donate money toward our packing party. Each box requires a shipping charge 

of $9 and we may need to buy additional items in order to fill the boxes. Please make checks payable to 

Houghton Wesleyan Church with Shoeboxes on the memo line. Cash or checks can be given to Patty Stalker 

in the church office. Last year we collected a record number of 273 shoeboxes and would like to reach a new 

goal of 300 this year.  

 

 

        Tania 
       - and- 

   The School Supplies 
I grew up during the communist regime in Romania. There was a cloud of gloom and sadness in the country. 

The atmosphere was very cold and unwelcoming. People focused all their energy on their jobs and sometimes 

overlooked their children. 
 

Sometimes my dad worked two jobs. He worked hard, and our basic needs were met, but we didn’t have any-

thing extra. My sister and I didn’t usually receive gifts, even at birthdays or Christmas. 
 

Even though it was forbidden to talk about God, I grew up in a family that loved Jesus and went to church. But 

I was looked down upon for my faith. At school I was often ridiculed and bullied—it wasn’t easy for me. 

When I was 10 years old I participated in a Christmas Eve program at church. After the program, the children 

were surprised with shoebox gifts. We were thrilled to receive the boxes. I saw so much joy and excitement in 

the room. I was deeply appreciative of the gift. 
 

When I opened my shoebox, I saw an explosion of color—plastic jewelry, a new hat, and scarves. My favorite 

items were school supplies. I received colorful pens, a notebook, and colored pencils. 
 

As a child, I really loved going to school. I loved reading and writing. But school supplies were not readily 

available at that time. We only received a few pencils and they needed to last a long time. So, anything extra, 

or anything colorful, really meant a lot to me. 
 

We were told that the shoeboxes were packed by other Christians. I learned that there are people who love Je-

sus Christ enough to give special gifts to children they haven’t even met. I felt valued and loved, and this 

helped me to have a deeper walk with the Lord. 
 

 Read more stories like these at: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-stories-index/  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-stories-index/
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A Quiet Day: A Women’s Retreat 
Come give yourself the gift of a day away from the busyness of everyday life to experience quiet and 
peace to abide with God.  There will be an opening and closing  prayer time with the rest of the day 
in silence.  Guided meditations/scriptures and basic art supplies will be available to help your prayer, 
as well as opportunity to enjoy walking in this lovely rural setting.  Spiritual direction session also 
available. Snacks and lunch will be provided.  If you feel drawn to a quiet day, please join us! 
 

When:    Saturday, October 21, 2017,  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Where:   Sally Johnson’s home 

     6433 Dutch Hill Road,  Fillmore, NY  14735 

Facilitator:  Jeanie Little 

Cost:     $20 - includes snacks, drinks and lunch 

For more information and to RSVP (space is limited), please call or email  
Jeanie Little, jeanielittle5@gmail.com, 585-610-5999. 

“Be still and know that I am God”  (Ps. 46:10)  

CHURCH SERVICES PODCAST: A reminder that the Sunday morning sermon can be accessed on our 

website (www.hwchurch.org) or through iTunes (search “Houghton Wesleyan Church”). 

 

PRAYER VIGIL 

Three weeks of 24-hour-a-day prayer seems like a lot to ask. Quite frankly, it is. But it’s not an investment in 

sacrifice; it’s an investment in gaining a greater understanding of who God is. As we pray, we come face to 

face with God and in that place of intimacy with our Creator, we find him to be who he declares himself to 

be—true, faithful, trustworthy, holy, love. When we encounter God as he is, we discover that his plans for us 

are always love. God himself tells Moses Yahweh! The LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow 

to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness (Exodus 34:6). Following on the theme of the Minor 

Prophets, our prayer vigil this year will focus on God Who Loves Us, who calls us to pray in every way at any 

time about anything. The vigil begins October 29. 

 

COLLEGE MINISTRIES:  THANK YOU to the over one hundred folks who came with delicious food to 

the  September SUNDAY LUNCH for college students.  Over 70 students enjoyed good food and fellowship 

with us. It couldn’t happen without the help of many.   

 

DISASTER RELIEF:  Recent natural disasters in Sierra Leone, the Caribbean, Texas and Florida have  im-

pacted our Wesleyan families and their neighbors.  We can continue to respond through World Hope    Interna-

tional and Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund. See websites for details:  www.worldhope.org;     http://

donate.wesleyan.org/werf.  ) Our 2017 Christmas Eve Offering will entirely go towards Puerto Rica    

hurricane relief, including Wesleyan Academy. 
 

WKFM – Wesleyan Kids for Missions meet October 15 and the third Sunday each month, 9:40 -10:40 a.m. 

for grades 1-5.  Children can bring coin change for the 5+2 for drive for World Hope Child Sponsorship.   

 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP – Adult S.S. classes are in full swing!  If you haven’t visited a class at 9:40  a.m. 

there is still a chance to take advantage of these amazing opportunities – four classes meet below the Sanctu-

ary, one in the Community Room, and one next to the Church Library.    

 

SMALL GROUPS: Sundays --  Woolsey home 5:30 p.m.;  Church 105 5:30 p.m.; 

Mayhle home 5:30 p.m.; D. Gurley home; 6:00 p.m.; Leax home 6:30 p.m. and Mondays – Hutton home 6:30 

p.m.  Email paulshea@hwchurch.org for details. 

mailto:jeanielittle5@gmail.com
http://www.hwchurch.org
http://www.worldhope.org
http://donate.wesleyan.org/werf
http://donate.wesleyan.org/werf
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Finance Update  
Stewardship is vital to every follower of Jesus. The scriptures tell us in numerous ways and in numerous places 

that what we do with our resources is an indicator of our heart toward God. In fact, some of God’s most pas-

sionate words are about stewardship, evidenced by this passage in Malachi’s prophecy (3:8-12). 

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring   

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord 

Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in 

your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will 

call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

But stewardship is not only personal; it is also corporate. The church has a responsibility to be good stewards 

of what God has given us. This means that we budget and spend thoughtfully. It also means that we do our best 

to maintain and care for our facilities where we gather to worship, learn, pray, play, fellowship and serve. We 

are blessed with Trustees who take this role seriously. 

A building that is as old as ours and is used as frequently as ours, creates the need for upkeep and improve-

ment. Your gifts to our general fund helps the Trustees do everything they can to make sure that our building is 

safe and maintained so that it will last as long as possible. In order to keep you informed, here are some recent 

projects that your giving has allowed the Trustees to accomplish and some projects on the horizon for the near 

future. Thank you for being a faithful steward. 

 Automated handicapped access doors (Sanctuary and CE Building) 

 Playground enhancements 

 Room 105 upgrade 

 Community Room flooring 

 Mounted flat screen televisions in various CE building rooms 

Also, to give you the clearest picture possible, you will find below charts with information about giving and 

expenses. If you have any questions about the Trustees, please feel free to contact Michael Spateholts (Trustee 

Chair). If you have questions about our church finances, please don’t hesitate to contact our Treasurer, David 

Mercer or Pastor Wes. 
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Hi all, Helping Hands Christian Alliance here: I would like to invite everyone to 

come and check out our new items. We are a new store in town and have many 

handmade items from the local area. We now even have some clothing made 

by a local artisan. We also have kitchen items and sewing items made by still 

another local artisan.  

Come check us out we are open every week Fridays 3-6 and Saturdays 10-6 

easily accessed from the front or back door.  

Address UPDATES 
David and Heidi Huizenga , 9810 Fancher Heights, Houghton NY 14744 

Nicholas and Bethie Liddick, 187 West Main Street, Angelica NY 14709 

The Mastins, 4514 Main Street Apt. 1019 in Jupiter FL 33458 

Jonathon and Courtney Meyer, 9890 Seymour Street, Houghton NY 14744 

Luke and Hannah Ogden, 58 S. Genesee St., Fillmore NY 14735 

 Houghton Area Senior Citizens’  
 October 12 luncheon will begin at noon in  the Community Room.  

 Bring a dish to pass as indicated by the first letter of  your last 
name: 

  A-F Desserts                    G-N Salads                  O-Z  Casseroles 

At 1:00 p.m. the program is County Government  by Judy Hopkins 

                                Learn how County Government operates and the contributions it makes                        
    to the comfort and security of local taxpayers. 
 

We will be taking advanced reservations for the catered November 9 Thanksgiving Dinner 
luncheon with a program by Bill Heaney, “Reverend Calvin Fairbanks—His Story,” looking 
back on the life of this historic Rushford native. 
 

New members age 55+ always welcome ~ caregivers, also, regardless of age. 

          Questions and reservations:  Ken Gaerte   585-567-8522 or 585-610-9402 

FOR RENT 
Four room house on Route 19.  Phone 585-567-8885 
 

FREE:  Brand new coated flat beater for Kitchen Aid mixer.  Fits models:KPM5, KG25, 

KH25, KP50, K5SS, KSM5.  If interested call:585-567-8319 

 

LITTLE CAT NEEDS A PERMANENT HOME.  She is about 1 year old, and has all her first 

year shots, and has been spayed.  Her markings are white with lots of brown tabby. (She is 

quite pretty!)  She is very gentle and affectionate, and would like to be an "indoor-outdoor 

cat".  She is an excellent "Mouser"!  Please call if you would like to come see her.  Connie 

Smith  585-610-8881 



CHURCH STAFF                        
 

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor  

567-2024  wesoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  

307-9950   joncole@hwchurch.org  
 

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor  

567-2024  cindyoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor  

567-4597  paulshea@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director  

567-4870   amandacox@hwchurch.org  
 

Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Director  

567-8302  lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org 
 

Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,  

567-2264   office@hwchurch.org 

October 1 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00) 

a.m. The God Who Enacts Justice (Obadiah) 

p.m. Small Groups 

 

October 8 (8:20, 9:40 and 11:00) 

a.m. The God Who Is Who He Says He Is (Jonah) 

p.m. Small Groups 

 

October 15 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00) 

a.m. The God Who Has Clear Requirements (Micah) 

p.m. Small Groups 

 

October 22 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00) 

a.m. The God Who Abhors Violence (Nahum) 

p.m. Small Groups 

 

October 29 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00, 4:30pm) 

a.m. The God Who Embraces Our Accusations 

(Habakkuk) 

p.m. Prayer Vigil Opening / Small Groups 

Receptionist and Housekeeper Wanted 
The Inn at Houghton Creek  
$9.95 / hour 
Part-time 

Housekeeping/Front Desk. Must be able to multitask, stand for long periods of time and lift up to 50 lbs. Tasks 

include: Cleaning rooms, speaking with guests over the phone and making reservations on reservation-specific 

software. Stop by the Inn to pick up an application today! 

9722 Genesee St 

Houghton, NY 14744-8773 

Musical Trick or Treat Night 

When you are out trick-or-treating this Halloween (Tuesday, 10/31), make sure to swing by the 
HCA’s Musical Trick-or-Treat Booth. We’ll be set up outside of 3 Bums Pizza passing out FREE 
donuts and cider! We will also have live music from local musicians.  

We'll be set up from approximately 5:30 to 7:00pm.   

For more information email us at HoughtonCommunityAssociation@gmail.com.  

mailto:woden@hwchurch.org
mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
mailto:coden@hwchurch.org
mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office
https://www.facebook.com/3bumspizza
mailto:HoughtonCommunityAssociation@gmail.com?subject=Musical%20Trick%20or%20Treat%20Night
mailto:on@gmail.com

