Houghton Wesleyan Church JoyfullylovingGod,
; ; wholeheartedly serving others
Highlights g others
Volume 51, No. 1

Pray for Us

Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly
and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you.
(2 Thessalonians 3:17)

Prayer is vital to the work of ministry. | learned early on that one of my most significant roles as a pas-
tor was to pray for the people to whom | was pastor. | found that doing so was a privilege of my role in the
church. When | prayed, and people got better, or relationships started to work again, or lives were made
new, | felt like | had a small part in God’s work in each life.

Most people understand that one element of being a pastor is to pray for people. But what if praying
for others is not limited to pastors? What if praying for others is a ministry of the whole church? What if God
gives all people in the church the privilege of being a part of his work through prayer?

This is exactly what the Apostle Paul says in his letters to the churches. To the church at Rome: / urge
you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by
praying to God for me (15:30). To the church at Ephesus: Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may
be given me so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in
chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, as | should (6:19-20). To the Church in Thessalonica: Finally, dear
brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be hon-
ored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

Paul is a spiritual giant and yet because he recognizes his complete dependence on God and his spiri-
tual vulnerability, he not only prays for the church, he asks the church to pray for him. In doing so, he ac-
knowledges his need for the church even as they both recognize the church’s need for him. He helps the
church to see that they are every bit as valuable to the kingdom as he is. Their prayers are just as important
as his.

Our church is no different. Even as the pastors and leaders pray for you, we ask you to pray for us. We
know our frailty and fallibility. We know that unless we stay connected to Jesus, we will wither and die. We
know that only the grace of God enables us to lead and serve in the power of the Spirit. There is a mutual
connectedness in prayer that provides space for the Holy Spirit to make us what he calls us to be.

As we move into a new church year, know that the leaders of this church are praying for you. But also
hear the words of the Apostle Paul as we declare: pray for us.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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2018 Election Results

Elders Secretary: Jim Zoller

Church Treasurer: David Mercer

Elders: Doug Gaerte, Dick Harter, Kim Pool

Trustees: Barb Bates, Matt Woolsey

Nominating Committee: Willis Beardsley, Jeff Boon, Betsy Webb

District Conference Delegates: Casda Danner, Nathan Danner, Carmen Liddick, Dean Liddick, Carolyn
Miller, Debbie Young, Paul Young

Elders: Trustees:

Dave Brubaker (2019) John Christensen (2019)
Don Little (2019) Mitch Liddick (2019)
Donnie Stockin (2019) Michael Spateholts (2019)
Kathie Brenneman (2020) Dar Beardsley (2020)
Jesse Fink (2020) Harold Blew (2020)

Matt Webb (2020) Nathan Danner (2020)
Doug Gaerte (2021) Barb Bates (2021)

Dick Harter (2021) Matt Woolsey (2021)
Kim Pool (2021) Pastor Jon Cole

Jim Zoller, Secretary
David Mercer, Treasurer
Pastor Wes Oden
Please continue to pray for our pastors and leaders as we begin a new year of ministry and service in Houghton.

Thank you to Elders, Larry Mullen and Gudy Stevenson and to Trustees, Susan Martin and Phil Merrill whose terms
have expired. We appreciate the thoughtful and godly leadership that each person has given us in the past years.

Summer Sabbath has become an integral part of the rhythm of who we are as a congregation. During these
weeks, most activities (Sunday School, Sunday evening, Wednesday evening, committee meetings) except for
Sunday morning (worship, nursery, children’s church) are dismissed so that our volunteers have an opportu-
nity for rest and to provide more time for friends and family to be together—to enjoy one another, to celebrate
God’s creation, to declare that our God is not a taskmaster but a loving Father who rejoices in our work and
our play, and to remember that we are not loved by God because we are busy but because God is love.

Sabbath is not a time of prohibition but a time of rejoicing because we belong to God and in Christ we are
free. Christian freedom is not so much freedom from but freedom to—freedom to value, freedom to be, free-
dom to enjoy, freedom to try on. This is why Isaiah can say that for those who truly follow God, the Sabbath is
a holy day that brings delight to our parched and needy souls (Isaiah 58:11-14).

May God bless you with a restful, spiritual Summer Sabbath. May he renew your spirit, restore your body
and refresh your mind for your life with him and for his glory.

Summer Worship Schedule

June 3-24 8:30 am and 11:00 am (Sunday School 9:45 am)
July 1 — August 12 10:00 am (Summer Sabbath)
August 19 8:20 am, 9:40 am and 11:00 am

Condolences : We pray for the family of Kathy Reitnour at the death of her mother on May 14.
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THANK YOU! Thanks to our Adult Sunday School Teachers -

On an average Sunday 100 adults attend one of our five/six adult Sunday School groups. Now
is the time to join me in expressing our appreciation to our leaders this past year: David
Daugherty, Sally Johnson, Michael Jordan, Ralph and Marilyn Kerr, Peter Luckey, Jason
Mucher, Karl and Laura Sisson, and Paul Young.

Classes meet until the end of June and resume September 2",

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY! If you love children and you love
global/local missions helping plan and participating in our
Wesleyan Kids for Missions (WKFM) program next Fall may be
just the thing for you. Please contact Pastor Paul if interested.
paulshea@hwchurch.org or call 567-2264.

s

S

Congratulations to Morghan Mastin and Bryce Ryan who were married on May 19.

PuERTO RIO JULY 21-29, 2018

This summer Houghton Wesleyan Church is sending a team of 23 people to Puerto Rico to work at the
Wesleyan Academy of PR. Our inter-generational team will be doing cleaning, light maintenance, and gener-
ally whatever we can to help the school get ready for the new school year, which begins approximately ten
days after we leave. See their website at WWW.WesleyanAcademy.info

Please be in prayer for this team! Pray that God will use us to support the mission of the Wesleyan Academy
of PR and pray that we will be a blessing to everyone we meet. Here’s the team:

Jon and Sally Retz  Jon Cole Steve Tucker Jonathon and Kathie Hilsher
Grace Retz Luke Cole Ali Tucker Carissa Hilsher
Sarah Retz Emma Cole Zac Tucker Caleb Hilsher
Emma Retz Levi Webb Sadie Noyes Austin Propert
Jadyn Mucher Tobias Webb Josh Derck Maya Cooley
Joe Derck

In addition to praying for us, if you would like to help the team with a monetary gift, make your check pay-
able to Houghton Wesleyan Church and include the attached response device. May God bless you richly as
you consider your involvement.

Giver Response Form

NAME
We will pray for the trip, the ministry to be performed, the members of the ministry team, and specifically for

We want to support the missions outreach of Houghton Wesleyan Church and are sending our gift of
$ . We understand that the use of the gift is subject to the discretion and control of Houghton
Wesleyan Church.
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Celebrating the Ministries of the Church
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Our Wednesday night Kids Club ministry finished up with a splash - literally! We had a great time playing in
the college pool. | am so thankful for a great year with about 50 kids that participated and lots of wonderful
leaders.

Kid’s Club Swimming party Wed night Kid’s Club crew

We have a few more weeks of Sunday School ahead with some fun things coming up including the last WKFM
on June 17th and our Youth Group - doing a fun Sunday School event with grades 2-5 on June 25th. | so
appreciate all the time and effort our teachers put into the program. We are so blessed to have an excellent
crew of volunteers and 2 amazing Sunday School Superintendents, Jess Wartinger and Jamie Potter. What a
joy it is to work with such wonderful people! There will be a few opportunities for ministry in the fall - if
anyone has an interest in joining the team, please let me know. We need a few more teachers to fill some of
the spots that are available.

Mrs. Mayhle’s Sunday School class Mrs. Liddick and her class

Junior Church continues to meet until June 10th. Andrea Boon and Heidi Miller have done a fantastic job
again this year. The kids love meeting together and learning about serving others and missions work nearby
and around the world. We so appreciate the help of Junior Church / Children’s Church Assistants: Lydia
Schilke, Kirsten Babbitt, Emma Cole, Nicole Torraca, Sophia Templeton, and Jadyn Mucher.
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Junior Church delivering Christmas Goodies Mrs. Moore’s Sunday School Class

Our Children’s Church classes have been staffed with loving and capable teachers each week. Steve and
Kim Tucker, Angela Babbitt and Sally Retz have been teaching at the 8:20 Children’s Church classes. Rebecca
Williams and Annie Wiesman have been our 11:00 teachers with regular help from Mitch and Karen Liddick.
They have put so much time and care into loving our preschoolers each week. | also really appreciate our
assistants which are members of the men’s soccer team during the 8:20 service and the men’s basketball
team at the 11:00 service. The kids love meeting college students!

Mrs. Campbell in the nursery Our Sunday School Superintendents

| am so thankful for all the wonderful people of our church that sub when we have college breaks and dur-
ing the summer. Children’s Church meets every time we have a Sunday morning service, so there are always
opportunities for others to jump in and join the fun!

Thank you to all those who volunteer in the nursery, to our Valley Pre School staff, our WKFM teachers, our
church librarians to Kathy Reitnour who does our Cradle Roll program. We appreciate all of you that pray for
our Children’s Ministries as well. We have so much to celebrate! Praise the Lord!

-Pastor Laurie Smalley

Our spotlight on Children's Ministry workers this month is Harold & Donna Blew.
Harold has been teaching our 6th grade Sunday School catechism class for over 15 years! He and Donna

have taken over leadership of the church Library with Ray and Wendy Ott. Donna has been directing our
Junior Kid's Club and helping out in the nursery, and always a willing substitute for our Children's minis-
tries. | so appreciate the Blews’ love for our children and all the wonderful way they bless our children

continually. | thank the Lord for the Blews and for all our volunteers!
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Join us on the Houghton College Quad on
Bl kes O n the Qua Wednesday Nights at 6:30 for “Bikes on the
Quad,” a time for family fellowship while the
: S kids ride the quad. (We are not limited to bikes!
'- - Bring baseballs and gloves, soccer balls, Fris-

bees, sidewalk chalk.) We will meet every
Wednesday through August 22.

Put JUNE 10th on your calendars:

June 10th is our Annual Sunday School picnic to honor our Sunday School teachers and
helpers. The whole congregation is invited to come and celebrate with us! Please bring
a main dish and a salad or dessert to share. Thank you for supporting our Sunday
School program.

S
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On June 17th, all Sunday School teachers are encouraged
to meet at 9:40 in Room 212 (upstairs, CE Building) for the year-end meeting and
planning session for next school year. We hope all the Sunday School teachers can be
there.

On June 24th, during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45) the
youth will be leading our Sunday School kids in some fun activities upstairs in the CE
building- except the second and sixth graders who will stay in their classrooms. Also
that morning at the 8:30 service, our 6th Grade Catechism class will receive their cer-
tificates and the Second Grade class will recite the books of the Bible in the 11:00 ser-
vice and receive their Bibles or devotional books.

Our Children's Ministry Team is a wonderful place for you to share your
love of Jesus with our kids! If you are interested in teaching or assist-
ing in @ Sunday School class next fall, there are several opportunities
available for you! Please let Pastor Laurie know if you are interested or
use this code to go online.

JUNE Sunday School Scripture is 1 John 4: 21 (HCSB):

And we have this command from Him:
The one who loves God must also love his brother.

Cetigratulatietist

% Ruby Estelle Gildemeister, born on September 12, 2015, was adopted on May
7 by T.J. and Carlos and siblings Zechariah, Emilia, Carlos, Sofia, and Scarlett.

% Joaquin Gabriel Riquelme was born to Italo and Cassie on May 17.

% Ida Rae Gaerte was born to Samantha and Andrew on May 14.

% Evangeline Karis Liddick was born to Nicholas and Bethie on May 22.
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YouTh Grouy Happevinigs

Dates to Remember:
July 21 - 29: Puerto Rico Missions Trip
luby 29 - August 3: Refresh Camp

Car Wash  Tubing on the steep hill ot Winter Retreat Personal coffee dates with Beth
Meaking food duing owr small group Making blankets to give to Accord for kids in crisis
Bl | ke the leaders and owr groups were nice and small
' : Beginning octivities, and playing nine square

Deepening relotionships with

people | did not know well WH A | M AKES
| missed g week an

Being in my SO l UN A0 Hour when | came bock one

smal group F of the kids said, "Ch my

FOMmIne

gosh, | missed youl

Nerf War was amazing A great way

Winter Retreat- you get fo : ,
" to come back from Christmos Break

meet different peophe from
different churches and
worship together

Hanging out with friends

The sistethood of the
fraveling praver jcumal

The bond we have bwilt
wiTh Our leaciers
Food duing gym fime
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Wellspring Ministries
Coming out of a late spring slump, Wellspring is newly invigorated with contributions. We

thank you, and often hear folks voice appreciation for the many nice items you are sharing. [
Keep cleaning out those closets and attics! Summer clothing and outdoor toys are welcome now. |- iy

Two S.,0.S. needs:

1. Custodial help to do vacuuming, general room monitoring, bathroom cleaning, etc.

2. Kitchen workers to fill 2 spots every Wednesday. This could be done weekly or 2X a month. (Two friends
could sign up together to join us on a regular basis.)

We also welcome responsible high schoolers who might have some summer hours to volunteer, and are will-
ing to do work as needed.

Do pray about these needs, and let us (Gudy S. or Beth B.) know if you feel so directed. We desperately need
help these next months, especially.

Our hours are Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 1:30pm. ltems may be placed on the Wellspring porch if
not already overflowing, although it is much preferred to drop them there when we are open.

Gratefully, Beth Beardsley (for the Board)
"He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord..." Proverbs 19:11

Coming) in July

¢ ROYAL FAMILY KIDS CAMP July 8-13
This will be our 24th year!
Pray for the kids and volunteers for this
exciting week at camp

Royal -
Farnll‘yKlDS

» The Foster Care Family Appreciation
event at the Rapids Game on Friday,
July 20th starts at 5:00pm and includes
lawn games, picnic, and the Rapids
game. If you are interested in helping
with food prep or serving, please
contact Pastor Jon.

July 29 - Auguﬁt 3

at Houghton College

% Red Cross Blood Drive on July 27 in the ACH witi o
Community Room. More info will be noted G RESENCH - i FAMIL
in the July Highlights. RIENDS, AND REPLE i ,

(sllfs=A

Page 8



From the NN 4 © T _“ -
Library Shelves /=220 78 R

Ah June!! Summer!! Warm days?!! Do you like to sit outside, enjoying the warm weather and read?? We
have a number of large print books that have just been donated so come on in, check some out and go sit on
your porch and read.

Have you thought of having a summer reading time with your family? We have a number of series in our
kids room that you might enjoy with your children. Berenstain Bears, Franklin, the Magic School Bus,
Henry & Mudge, Elephant & Piggie, The Hardy Boys, Sugar Creek Gang, & The Little House on the Prairie
books are just a few. Create some memorable moments with your family this summer!!

We still have over 50 items that are very overdue. These are adult and children’s books, DVDs and CDs.
Please check around at home to see if you might have an overdue item. If you are not sure, ask a librarian.
THANKS!!

Houghton Area Senior Citizens Luncheon
June 14 ~

Picnic at noon in the church Community Room
Hot dogs, rolls and condiments will be provided. Please bring your favorite
picnic dish-to-pass.

New members age 55+ always welcome ~ caregivers, also, regardless of age
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General questions — Ken Gaerte
Meal Questions — Jill Schmidt
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Houghton Academy Baccalaureate and Commencement
Baccalaureate: Friday, June 8, 7:30 PM
Commencement: Saturday, June 9, 10:00 AM

Baccalaureate and commencement services will be held in the
Rosemary Tysinger Auditorium. Receptions to follow.
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HOUSE PAINTING & POWER WASHING

If you are interested in having your house painted, house power-washed or
deck stained, contact Phil Merrill at (585) 610-8882

i
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The Annual Old Timers Game against the Genesee Rapids
will be held Tuesday, June 5 @ 7pm. We are still looking for players, male and female.
Bill Swanson will be pitching against the Old Timers. Bill says, “Stick you bat out and |
will hit it!” This is a fun night, special rules apply. Call Ralph Kerr 716-969-0688 for
more information or talk to Bill.

The “boys of summer” will be arriving shortly. Yes, the members of the 2018 Genesee
Rapids Baseball Team will be arriving right after Memorial Day. Twenty four collegiate
players from all over the US and Canada will be descending on Houghton to begin their
qguest for a championship in the New York Collegiate Baseball League. The League
features 12 teams split into 2 Divisions. In the Eastern Division teams include: Cortland
Crush, Rome Generals, Onondaga Flames, Syracuse Salt Cats, Syracuse Spartans and
the Sherrill Silversmiths. The Rapids play in the Western Division joining Niagara
Power, Wellsville Nitros, Olean Qilers, Rochester Ridgemen and the Hornell Dodgers. Four players from last year, Jonah
Moore, Greenville University, Andrew Schutt, Cecil College, Judah Wollenburg, Indiana Wesleyan University and
Dominic Zingale, Lakeland Community College will be joined by new players from Cleary University, Washington
College, Houghton College, College of St. Vincent, Johnson & Wales University, Malone University, St. Michaels College,
Thiel College, Arkansas Tech University, Mount Union College, EImhurst College, Suffolk University, Lake Erie College

and Hendrix College. The roster will also include Evan Nugent a Senior at Fillmore Central School who has signed to play

at St. Bonaventure University this Fall. Evan is the first full time local player the Rapids have signed to its roster.

Joe Mina from Maryland will be returning as Head Coach of the Rapids. He will be joined by Joe Moore from
Philadelphia, Pa. Pitching Coach and Jonathan Blankenship from Texas as First Base/Bench Coach.

The Rapids play a 42 game schedule beginning in Wellsville on Friday, June 1 against the Wellsville Nitros. On Saturday,
June 2 the Rapids travel to Niagara Falls to play the Niagara Power, who return to the league after a one year absence.
Sunday, June 3 the Rapids have their Home Opener at 2pm at the Houghton College Baseball Stadium. Special
giveaways will be part of the Opener. This is the 5th year of operation for the Rapids.

The Rapids play a competitive level, entertaining game of baseball. More importantly the purpose of the Rapids is to
provide collegiate athletes the opportunity to play the game they love in a faith based environment. The Rapids are
committed to giving players who are Christians the opportunity to grow in their faith. Other players, who may not
know Christ in a personal way are also welcomed as part of the team. All players are required to attend church each
Sunday and participate in twice weekly devotional times. Our prayer is that through this exposure to Christ, as well as
the interaction with our community, all players will deepen their understanding of what it means to be a follow of
Christ. We cover your prayers as we begin another summer of Rapids Baseball.

For more information about the Rapids visit our website, www.geneseerapidsbaseball.com or telephone 716-969-
0688.
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-THE TOWN THEATRE OF SHORT TRACT PRESENTS-

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 5-7 at 7pm
in the Fillmore Central School Auditorium

Please contad Arnanda Cox (amanda coxahw church.org with any questions!

Fillmore Central School Baccalaureate Service
Class of 2018
The Baccalaureate Committee, along with the parents of the Class of 2018, cordially invite you to attend the
Baccalaureate Service to be held on Sunday, June 17th, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fillmore Central School
Auditorium. There will be a reception in the school cafeteria immediately following the service .Please join us
on this occasion of worship and celebration as our seniors prepare to graduate from Fillmore Central School.

Larry and Vesta Mullen wish to say, “Thanks, and God bless you,” to all
who remembered us on our 90th birthdays. Thank you all, so much, for
being an important part of our lives.
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Meet-n-Greet
July 18 ~ 10 a.m. to noon
COMMUNITY SENIORS: A number of Houghton-area friends, who were young people in the
1980s, are gathering in Houghton for a reunion this July.
We would LOVE to see any older community folks, including Academy/FCS/College teachers
we may have had at the time, at an informal
Meet & Greet Time
on Wednesday, July 18,
from 10:00 a.m. to noon
at the HWC Community Room.
This will be a simple time of chatting and reminiscing (no food).
You are a big part of why we are who we are today, and we’d like to thank you—please come!
Bill Allen
Eric Brown
Kirsten (Huizenga) Caminiti

SUNDAYS IN JUNE CHURCH STAFF

June 3 (8:30 and 11:00 am, 5:00pm) Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
am. (Psalm 1 33) Called to Uni ty 567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
p.m. Ice Cream Social Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
585-307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org

June 10 (8:30 and 11:00 am)

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
a.m. Dr. Sarah Derck ’

567-2024 cindvoden@hwchurch.org

June 17 (8:30 and 11:00 am) Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
a.m. Pastor Paul Shea 567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director

June 24 (8:30 and 11:00 am) 567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org
a.m. Pastor Laurie Smalley

Laurie Smalley, Children’s Pastor
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org

June 3 ot 5:00 p.m. Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
in tl\B CO‘WLWLIMI'\,’ ‘me 567-2264 office@hwchurch.org
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