SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
11:00 MORNING WORSHIP

FEBRUARY 3, 2019

As the prelude begins, let us observe silence as we prayerfully
anticipate this hour of corporate worship of Almighty God.

Prelude: Voluntary on Rosedale …………………………………………Robert Lind
*Call to Worship (from 1 Peter 1)
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade.
This inheritance is kept in heaven for us, who through faith are
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the last time.
In all this we greatly rejoice, though now for a little while we may
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
These have come so that the proven genuineness of our faith –
of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire
– may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
Though we have not seen him, we love him; and even though we do not see him
now, we believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
For we are receiving the end result of our faith,
the salvation of our souls. Alleluia!
*Invocation
*Hymn 288

Arise, My Soul, Arise

*Words of Greeting and Peace
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 146
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 268
Sermon:

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Is Jesus Amazed by Our Faith?
Pastor Wes Oden

Prayer of Confession
Most gracious heavenly Father, you have proven to us that you are good. You
create and rule over all that is. Nevertheless, so often we allow ourselves to be
overwhelmed with anxiety and fear about possessions we crave, the needs of
everyday life, the present and the future. We confess that our worry is rooted in a
skewed view of who you are. Forgive us for doubting your care and for doubting
the truth about who you are. Fill us with faith to seek you and to trust that you
are more than enough. Through Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
*Hymn 438

Savior, Teach Me, Day by Day

*Benediction
*Congregational Amen (Hymn 656, Threefold)
*Postlude: Prelude in B minor, BWV 544 …………………………….J. S. Bach
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Please stand if able
Organist: Judy Congdon

Worship Leader: Pastor Laurie Smalley
Acolyte: Zoey Clem

NURSERY: We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to two years of age.
The Nursery is located on the first floor of the Christian Education Building and is
available during services.
There are KID'S BAGS AND BIBLES available in the book shelf on the left side
of the foyer next to the Men's restroom.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Following the New Testament scripture reading
children ages 2-5 will be dismissed for Children's Church which meets in the
Christian Ed building in Room 116.

*Doxology
Worship through the Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: Enter Now this Place …………………………………..Jane Marshall
Pastoral Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer
Please feel free to use the altar as your place of prayer
as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father.
If kneeling is difficult for you, please use the red chairs or stand by the altar rail.

Song of Preparation:

I Know Whom I Have Believed

*New Testament Reading: Matthew 8: 1-13
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The 23rd Psalm
describes God as the shepherd of his people. Jesus declares that he is the Good
Shepherd who cares for his sheep. As we gather today, we remember that God
promises to care for all that he has made and in response, we worship him.
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we gather for worship at 8:20, 9:40, and 11:00. Guest
speaker for Mission Weekend is Dr. JoAnne Lyon, Ambassador-at-Large,
General Supt. Emeritus of the Wesleyan Church, speaks on Colossians 1:6 –
“…the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world.”
STEWARDSHIP
Received (June 1—Present): $528,454.06 / Budgeted (June 1—Present): $534,919.00

NO KID’S CLUB THIS WEEK: Instead come with your family on Wednesday to
the Mission Tour from 6:00 to 7:15 (begins in the Community Room). There
will be rooms set up with fun things to see and learn about Egypt, Haiti, the
Czech Republic and ministries around our county.
PRAYER GROUP will not meet this week; we encourage everyone to take the
Mission Tour for all ages from 6:00 to 7:15 on Wednesday evening.
SURVEY: We want to improve our communication at HWC and we need your
help! To serve you better, we’d like to find out what methods of communication
are working and what needs to be improved. The survey should take less than 10
minutes and is completely anonymous. Paper surveys are available in the church
office. Online: https://houghton.formstack.com/forms/hwc_survey
THE STONE SOUP FUNDRAISER raised almost $1400.00 for the Valley
Preschool Stone Soup Fund. Thank you!
CELEBRATE RECOVERY meets from 7 to 9 pm on Thursday nights in the Good
Shepherd Room (lower level of the church). Celebrate Recovery is a safe place
to find community and freedom from the issues that are controlling our lives.
PRAYER ROOM: the prayer room is available every day, 7:00am – 9:00pm
(holidays excluded). You may reserve the prayer room online
(www.hwchurch.org/prayer-room/) or by contacting the church office. Walk-ins
are welcome with consideration given to a previous reservation.
LIVE STREAMING: All of our worship services are live streamed through the
church website and through streaming devices (AppleTV, Roku, etc.). If you use
Roku, you will need to find the services on our new Roku app. Search for
Houghton Wesleyan Church. Our new app will enable easier access.
MISSION MOMENT– As we focus on our world this week ahead we pray for
open eyes and hearts to what God is doing at home and around the world.
PERSECUTED CHURCH – Asia Bibi, the 47-year-old Christian mother who had
been held on death row for 8 years on blasphemy charges, recently had her
acquittal upheld by Pakistan’s Supreme Court. Pray for her safe attempt to join
family in Canada and for all of Pakistan’s 4 million Christians.
PRAYER CONCERNS: for the family of Jan Wright (Denise Campbell’s mother)
and for all who are grieving; for people with health concerns: Bill Getty, Nancy
Cole, Jean-Louis Roederer, Roselyn Danner, Eileen Spear, Evelyn Heil, Dan
Gurley, Sheryl O’Brien, Gwen Mercer, Gus and Louise Prinsell, Bethie Liddick,
Bev Rhett, Florence Teuber, Phil Main, Emily Crikelair, Mike Raybuck,
Sheldon Emerson (Darby Luckey’s brother), Eila Shea, Izabela Daugherty
(Dave and Karen’s daughter-in-law), Peter Lingenfelter, Paul Johnson; for the
injured and grieving from tragedies and disasters; for refugees; for peace amid
threats of war; for the Presbyterian Church of Wellsville (Pastor Tom
Kristoffersen).

