
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
11:00 MORNING WORSHIP  MARCH 24, 2019 

 
 

As the prelude begins, let us observe silence as we prayerfully 
 anticipate this hour of corporate worship of Almighty God. 

 
Prelude: There is a Redeemer …………………………...arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

 

 *Call to Worship  
     In the name of God, 

Who created us, 
Who holds us and the whole world in his hands 

     In the name of the Son 
Who came into the world, 
Who reconciles us with God. 

     In the name of the Holy Spirit 
Who fills us with eternal life, 
Who links us with all God’s people 
and calls us to peace, 
we come together to offer our thanks and praise. 

 

 *Invocation 
  

*Hymn 97 Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners 
 

 *Words of Greeting and Peace  
 

Anthem: Amazing Grace ………………………………………William T. Allen 
 

Old Testament Reading: Psalm 8 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 *Doxology  
 

Worship through the Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings  
 

Offertory: All Creatures of Our God and King ……………arr. Sandy Wilkinson 
 Sara Miller Massey and Anita Miller Williams, pianists 

 

Song of Preparation: Before the Throne 
 

 *New Testament Reading: Matthew 26:30-46 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
All:  Thanks be to God!  

 

 *Hymn 150 Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 

Sermon:    United in the Father’s Will 
Pastor Wes Oden  

 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Powerful and Forgiving Lord, by enduring the pain of the cross, You have  
shown us the price love must pay for taking sin seriously. The nails. The crown. 
The humiliation, mockery and shame You went through delivered us from the 
stronghold of sin and enabled us to live in the freedom only You can give. 
Unfortunately, in our contentment we forsake the transforming work of the cross. 
In our disobedience, we reject the redeeming and forgiving power of the cross. 
Forgive us, Lord, for the ways in which we do not take our sin as seriously as You 
do—for what it costs us daily is nothing in comparison to what You have already 
paid. Help us to reflect on the mercies of Your cross, and as we do,  
give us the strength and grace to take up our own and to follow. In confessing our 
sins, let us hear your words of assurance: In the name of Jesus Christ,  
you are forgiven. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer 
Please feel free to use the altar as your place of prayer 

as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father. 
If kneeling is difficult for you, please use the red chairs or stand by the altar rail. 

    

 *Hymn 309 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
 

   *Benediction  
 

 *Congregational Amen (Hymn 656, Threefold) 
 

 *Postlude: Con moto maestoso (Sonata #3) ………………..Felix Mendelssohn 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand if able   Worship Leader: Pastor Cindy Oden 
  Organist: Judy Congdon   Acolyte: Joseph Derck 
 
 

 

NURSERY:  We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to two years of age.  
The Nursery is located on the first floor of the Christian Education Building and is 
available during services. 
 

There are KID'S BAGS AND BIBLES available in the book shelf on the left side 
of the foyer next to the Men's restroom.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Following the New Testament scripture reading 
children ages 2-5 will be dismissed for Children's Church which meets in the 
Christian Ed building in Room 116.  
 

     
 

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. On this Third Sunday in 
Lent, we encounter the new and often surprising ways in which God works. The 
cross calls us to see and hear God in our lives in spite of who we are and what we 
have done. As we open our hearts in worship of God, let’s ask God to help us live 
in openness to Him and to each other 
 
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: we continue in our Lenten journey through Matthew 
26. Next Sunday’s sermon focuses on the idea of Betrayed by Love (Matthew 
26:47-56). Join in the worship at 8:20, 9:40 or 11:00. 
 



 
 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS: Pastor Wes is organizing a membership class this month. 
If you are interested in becoming a member or knowing more about 
membership, this class is for you. If you are interested in knowing more about 
who we are as the Houghton Church, this class is for you. If you are already a 
member but would like a review, this class is for you. Please contact the church 
office (office@hwchurch.org) if you are interested in attending. 
 

QUIET DAY RETREAT for women and men on Saturday, April 6, from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Sally Johnson’s home.  Our Facilitator is Jeanie 
Little.  Cost is $20 which includes snack, drinks and lunch ($15 for 
college students). For more information and to RSVP please call or email 
Jeanie Little at 585-610-5999 or jeanielittle5@gmail.com. 
 

EASTER BAPTISM: If you are interested in being baptized at the 7:45 a.m. 
Resurrection Service on Easter morning, April 21, please contact the church 
office. A baptism preparation class will be held in mid-April. 
 

STEWARDSHIP  Received (June 1—Present): $634,660.70     
Budgeted (June 1—Present): $641,902.80 

 

THE GLOBAL CHURCH – Our hearts and prayers go out to those suffering in 
East Africa in the wake of powerful cyclone Idai.  There are up to 20,000 
Wesleyans in over 200 churches in Mozambique.  The large Wesleyan church 
building in the hardest hit city of Beira is completely gone…just sand remains 
where the church was.  And many other churches in the area have collapsed.  
Details on loss of life are sadly growing. The Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund  
at https://donate.wesleyan.org/WERF/MozambiqueRelief is already sending aid 
and we are encouraged to give and to keep our brothers and sisters in earnest 
prayers.  
                                      

LIVE STREAMING All our worship services are live streamed through the 
church website, through Streaming devices (AppleTV, Roku, etc) and on 
Facebook. Services are also archived for later listening on the website and 
Facebook. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the families of Florence Teuber, Paul Johnson, John 
Essepian,  and Anne Knowlton, and the VanWicklin family at the death of 
Barb’s father; and for all who are grieving; for people with health concerns: the 
Marsh family, Jon Retz, Tess Schilke, Emily Hood (A.C. Taylor’s cousin), Bob 
Brown, Bill Getty, Nancy Cole, Jean-Louis Roederer, Roselyn Danner, Eileen 
Spear, Evelyn Heil, Dan Gurley, Sheryl O’Brien, Gwen Mercer, Gus and Louise 
Prinsell, Bethie Liddick, Bev Rhett, Phil Main, Emily Crikelair, Mike Raybuck, 
Sheldon Emerson (Darby Luckey’s brother), Eila Shea, Izabela Daugherty 
(Dave and Karen’s daughter-in-law), Peter Lingenfelter, for the injured and 
grieving from tragedies and disasters; for refugees; for peace amid threats of 
war; for the leaders of our government; for Wellsville First United Methodist 
Church (Pastor Gregory DeSalvatore). 
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